
 
 

 

1966 
Head Coach: Otto Graham 

Record: 7-7, Fifth in NFL Eastern Conference 
 

Honors:  Chris Hanburger Pro Bowl; Sonny Jurgensen Pro Bowl;  
Charley Taylor Pro Bowl 

 

Jan 7 

Redskins Fire McPeak 
Coach and GM didn’t have winning  

record in any of four seasons 

 

Graham Hired, Promises Excitement 
 

Jan 25—Otto Graham, the Washington Redskins’ new head coach, 
will not play it safe as coach of the Washington Redskins—even if it 
means another mark in the loss column. 

“I’d rather risk losing some games by, say, 35-28 and have the 
fans up off their seats with excitement. I think the players would have 
more fun, too,” said Graham. 

He knows a little about winning. As quarterback of the Cleveland 
Browns, he took his team to the league championship game his first 
10 years as a pro. Most recently he has been the coach at the Unit-
ed States Coast Guard Academy. 

“I think hard work wins football games, but I think football can be 
fun, too. I am not Vince Lombardi,” said Graham, 44. “But I am 
tough. I am firm but fair.” 

Team President Edward Bennett Williams echoed Graham on 
that point. “We [have found] a crack-down coach with a winning 
background.” 

Graham made his comments as he prepared to play in the Bob 
Hope Desert Classic golf tournament. His plans for what to do with 
the Redskins will remain on hold until he returns from vacation 
March 10. 

Graham’s five-year contract is worth $60,000 annually. 

 

Aug 17 

Paluck Traded For Stan Jones 
Longtime Bear star DT  will leave Job Corps to play  

for Redskins 

 
9/11/66 Browns (1-0) 38, REDSKINS (0-1) 14 48,643 

Cle 7 0 10 21  38 

Was 14 0 0 0  14 

Was Taylor 5 run (Gogolak kick) 

Was Taylor 32 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Cle Kelly 29 run (Groza kick) 

Cle Collins 20 pass from Ryan (Groza kick) 

Cle FG Groza 35 

Cle Warfield 16 pass from Ryan (Groza kick) 

Cle Green 1 run (Groza kick) 

Cle Collins 5 pass from Ryan (Groza kick) 

D.C. Stadium—A 14-0 Washington lead fell victim to a 31-0 second-
half run by the Browns as Cleveland won the season opener 38-14. 
The victors were greatly aided by five interceptions off of the arm of 
Sonny Jurgensen. 

Charley Taylor scored both of the touchdowns that gave the 
Skins the early leg up. The first came on a five-yard run after Brig 

Owens recovered a fumble at the Cleveland 30. Another Taylor run 
on the Redskins’ next possession—this one for 24 yards—started a 
drive into Cleveland territory. On second down they flooded the right 
side and Taylor drew double coverage. It didn’t matter as he outran 
both the linebacker and the cornerback to catch Jurgensen’s 32-yard 
touchdown pass for a 14-0 lead. 

Play went downhill for the Redskins the next time they had the 
ball. End Bill Glass deflected Jurgensen’s pass intended for Jerry 
Smith and linebacker Johnny Brewer picked it off at the 29. On the 
next play, LeRoy Kelly ran it in for a touchdown, dragging Jim Short-
er across the goal line with him. 

Washington blew a golden opportunity as halftime approached. 
Jurgensen completed three straight passes to move to the Cleveland 
12. On first down from there, Jurgensen put one in the arms of Pres 
Carpenter, whose defender had fallen. Carpenter dropped the sure 
six and Jurgensen was intercepted on third down. 

The Redskins still led going into the third quarter, but not for 
long. A. D. Whitfield fumbled after a reception and Walter Beach 
recovered at the Washington 32. Two plays later Frank Ryan threw a 
20-yard touchdown pass to Gary Collins to tie the score. A few mi-
nutes later, a Lou Groza field goal put the Browns in the lead to stay. 

It started to unravel near the end of the third quarter when Jur-
gensen’s third interception of the day was converted into seven more 
points on Ryan’s pass to Paul Warfield early in the fourth. Less than 
two minutes later Erich Barnes brought yet another interception back 
54 yards to the one and Ernie Green carried it in from there. Cleve-
land drove to their final score, another Ryan-to-Collins connection, 
this one from five yards. 

 
9/18/66 CARDINALS (2-0) 23, Redskins (0-2) 7 40,198 

Was 0 7 0 0  7 

StL 0 3 3 17  23 

StL FG Bakken 26 

Was Mitchell 7 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

StL FG Bakken 13 

StL FG Bakken 11 

StL Roland 22 run (Bakken kick) 

StL Smith 11 pass from Johnson (Bakken kick) 

Busch Stadium—The Cardinals turned two fourth-quarter fumble 
recoveries into touchdowns to beat the Redskins 23-7.  

The Redskins took a 7-3 lead in the second quarter by driving 69 
yards to a seven-yard touchdown pass from Sonny Jurgensen to 
Bobby Mitchell. A grand opportunity to expand the lead was wasted 
as the first half wound down. Jim Shorter intercepted a Charley 
Johnson pass at the Washington two and returned it 18 yards to the 
20 with 1:10 remaining. Passes to Jerry Smith, A. D. Whitfield and 
Mitchell quickly had the visitors knocking on the door at the Cards’ 
two. A play with offsetting penalties burned time off the clock, forcing 
a field goal attempt with two seconds left. The attempt went awry 
when holder Dick Shiner fumbled the snap and the Skins came up 
empty. 



St. Louis dented the lead with a Jim Bakken field goal in the third 
quarter before driving to take the lead at 9-7 with another three-
pointer early in the fourth. That was bad, but what ensued was dis-
astrous. 

John McDowell was part of the gang that tackled Rickie Harris 
on the kickoff and he stripped the ball away. Dave O’Brien recovered 
for the Cards at the Washington 25. It took just two plays for St. 
Louis to cash in on the takeaway as Johnny Roland shook loose 
from some tacklers at the line and then veered away from safety 
Paul Krause to score on a 22-yard run. Three plays later, Steve 
Thurlow fumbled away to the Cards again and St. Louis wrapped it 
up on Johnson’s 11-yard pass to Jackie Smith soon after that. 

 
9/25/66 Redskins (1-2) 33, STEELERS (1-1-1) 27 37,505 

Was 9 0 21 3  33 

Pit 0 14 10 3  27 

Was FG Gogolak 41 

Was FG Gogolak 47 

Was FG Gogolak 29 

Pit Ballman 49 pass from R. Smith (Clark kick) 

Pit J. Bradshaw 27 interception return (Clark kick) 

Pit Ballman 79 pass from R. Smith (Clark kick) 

Was Taylor 4 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Pit FG Clark 47 

Was Mitchell 35 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Was Taylor 2 run (Gogolak kick) 

Was FG Gogolak 15 

Pit FG Clark 42 

Pit Stadium—The Redskins rallied from a 21-9 third-quarter deficit 
to defeat the Steelers 33-27. 

The first quarter belonged to Washington. To be more precise, 
place kicker Charlie Gogolak owned the opening period. The rookie 
first-round draft pick booted field goals of 41, 47 and 29 yards to 
propel his team to a 9-0 lead. 

Pittsburgh owned period number two. A bit of confusion allowed 
Jerry Ballman to slip a good five yards into the clear, and he hauled 
in Ron Smith’s 49-yard touchdown pass to make it 9-7. Then, with a 
minute left before halftime, the home team took the lead when Jim 
Bradshaw intercepted Sonny Jurgensen’s pass and scooted 27 
yards to put the Steelers up 14-9 at halftime. It looked like they 
would take ownership of the game on the second play of the third 
quarter when Smith warded off a tackler with one hand and threw 
deep to Ballman with the other. The receiver caught the ball at the 
Washington 30, eluded the last obstacle inside the 10 and scored for 
a 21-9 Steeler lead. 

The Redskins responded immediately and got back into it with 
an 80-yard drive that culminated in a four-yard touchdown pass from 
Jurgensen to Charley Taylor. A Pittsburgh field goal blunted the 
momentum, but it was only a temporary interruption. A nice kickoff 
return by Fred Mazurek with a 15-yard roughing penalty tacked on 
had Washington in business at the Steeler 47. It took just two 
passes to Bobby Mitchell—one of 12 yards, the second a 35-yard 
scoring strike—to pull the Redskins within one at 24-23. 

Jim Shorter intercepted a pass and returned it to the Pittsburgh 
18. Taylor got all of the yardage needed to get to pay dirt with recep-
tions good for 12 and two yards, and then a pair of two-yard runs 
had Washington leading 30-24. 

Gogolak’s fourth field goal gave the Skins a little breathing room, 
but Pittsburgh matched it with more than five minutes to play. The 
Redskins, however, embarked on a time-consuming drive that ate up 
all but 34 seconds of the remaining time. Ron Snidow erased all 
doubt when he stripped Smith of the ball and recovered at the Stee-
ler six. 

 

10/2/66 REDSKINS (2-2) 24, Steelers (1-2-1) 10 47,360 

Pit 0 10 0 0  10 

Was 10 0 7 7  24 

Was Taylor 60 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Was FG Gogolak 12 

Pit Hoak 2 run (Clark kick) 

Pit FG Clark 25 

Was Mitchell 51 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Was Mitchell 70 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

D.C. Stadium—Sonny Jurgensen threw three touchdown passes, all 
of them covering more than half the length of the field, to lead the 
Redskins to their second win over the Steelers in as many weeks. 

A daring play call got the Redskins started in the first quarter. 
Facing third and one at his own 40, Jurgensen eyed an eight-man 
stacked to stop the anticipated run. Charley Taylor fired at a line-
backer as if to throw a block, but broke into a pass pattern. The ploy 
worked perfectly as Taylor was all alone as he took Jurgensen’s 
pass and scored easily for a 7-0 lead. Sam Huff’s interception and 
17-yard return set up Charlie Gogolak’s 12-yard field goal. 

The Redskins threatened to break the game open in the second 
period after Chris Hanburger’s fumble recovery set them up at the 
Steeler six. On fourth and goal, coach Otto Graham went for the kill 
with a fake field goal attempt but the Steelers sniffed it out. The pass 
intended for Hanburger went incomplete.  

After Gogolak was just short on a 50-yard attempt, the Steelers 
got back into it. They drove 90 yards to a two-yard touchdown run by 
Dick Hoak and then marched into Washington territory again to 
Frank Clark’s 25-yard field goal to tie it up with 23 seconds left in the 
half. 

The Pittsburgh resurgence was only temporary. After coming up 
empty on two more field goal tries, Washington took the lead on 
Jurgensen’s shortest TD pass of the day—a mere 51-yarder to Bob-
by Mitchell.  

The Redskins put it away early in the fourth quarter. On a third-
down play from the Washington 30, Mitchell was the fourth option on 
the play called. Jurgensen found the first three choices wanting and 
flung it long to Mitchell. The receiver’s coverage had deserted him 
and he gathered in the bomb and strode the remaining 40 yards into 
the end zone. 

 

Redskins Trade For Joe Don Looney 
 

October 2—The Redskins made a deal for the talented but well-
traveled Joe Don Looney today. 

The running back will join his fourth NFL team in just over two 
seasons in the league. He was drafted in the first round by the 
Giants and has spent time with the Colts and Lions. In exchange for 
Looney, Washington sent Detroit an undisclosed draft pick.  

He seems to have ability but his attitude has been questioned. 
Last year in Detroit, the coach asked him to go into the game and 
relay a play to the quarterback. Looney refused, saying, “If you want 
a messenger, call Western Union.” 

 
10/9/66 REDSKINS (3-2) 33, Falcons (0-5) 20 50,116 

Atl 7 10 3 0  30 

Was 7 13 6 7  33 

Atl Coffey 4 run (Kirouac kick) 

Was Taylor 12 run (Gogolak kick) 

Atl FG Kirouac 47 

Was Smith 14 pass from Jurgensen (kick failed) 

Atl Coffey 3 run (Kirouac kick) 

Was Taylor 86 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Was FG Gogolak 10 

Was FG Gogolak 45 



Was FG Kirouac 28 

Was Looney 3 run (Gogolak kick) 

D.C. Stadium—Charley Taylor scored two touchdowns—one on an 
86-yard pass from Sonny Jurgensen—to pace the Redskins past 
Atlanta 33-30. 

After Atlanta’s Junior Coffey hit pay dirt on the first of his two 
short touchdown runs, Taylor’s first score tied the game at seven. It 
came on a 12-yard run in the first quarter.  

The teams spent the second period trading the lead back and 
forth. The Falcons broke on top first on Lou Kirouac’s 47-yard field 
goal. Jerry Smith then caught a 14-yard TD pass from Jurgensen 
and, although the conversion was blocked, the Redskins led 13-10. 
The second of Coffey’s scoring bursts pushed Atlanta back in front. 

Enough of this, said Jurgensen and Taylor. The quarterback was 
under heavy pressure and the receiver drew double coverage, but it 
didn’t matter. Taylor was well in the open when he caught the pass 
and effortlessly eluded the safety’s diving attempt to stop him on the 
way to completing the 86-yard touchdown play. The Redskins pulled 
ahead to stay 20-17. 

Charlie Gogolak booted a pair of third-quarter field goals to ex-
tend the margin and newcomer Joe Don Looney pushed over from 
three yards out to finish the scoring. 

 
10/16/66 GIANTS (1-4-1) 13, Redskins (3-3) 10 62,865 

Was 3 7 0 0  10 

NYG 0 3 0 10  13 

Was FG Gogolak 37 

Was Mitchell 7 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

NYG FG Gogolak 14 

NYG FG Gogolak 18 

NYG Thomas 29 pass from Morrall (Gogolak kick 

Yankee Stadium—New York quarterback Earl Morrall, booed and 
benched earlier in the game for ineffectiveness, returned to the 
game to throw the winning touchdown pass to Aaron Thomas with 
just over four minutes to play to defeat the Redskins. 

For a long time it looked as though the 10-0 lead the Redskins 
had built in the first half just might stand up. A short punt set up a 
Charlie Gogolak field goal for a 3-0 lead. Then, near halftime, Sonny 
Jurgensen got the offense cranked up. It was during this drive that 
Bobby Mitchell caught his only two passes of the day—and he made 
them count. On the first, he dusted off Spider Lockhart’s coverage 
and hauled down Jurgensen’s pass for 51 yards to the New York 24. 
After a pass to Jerry Smith advanced the ball to the seven, Mitchell’s 
out-and-in pattern had Lockhart bamboozled again and Jurgy’s pass 
was on the mark for a 10-0 lead just after the two minute warning. 

The Giants got some life just before half time with Pete Gogo-
lak’s short field goal. It remained 10-3 going into the fourth quarter. 
Gary Wood had replaced Morrall at quarterback, but he was shaken 
up. Morrall came back in to replace him and led New York to another 
Pete Gogolak field goal to pull within 10-6. 

Meanwhile, on the other side of the field, Jurgensen had also 
been knocked woozy and Dick Shiner replaced him at signal caller 
for Washington. The running game had been ineffective (72 yards all 
day) and the absence of the Skins’ star quarterback pretty much 
killed the threat of the pass, so the Giants quickly regained posses-
sion. 

Morrall converted a fourth and eight at the Washington 41 to 
keep the drive alive and finished it off with his pass to Thomas, 
which came with 4:17 left. Just after the two-minute warning, Charley 
Taylor was a foot short on a fourth and one rushing attempt and the 
Giants killed the clock. 

 
 

10/23/66 REDSKINS (4-3) 26, Cardinals (5-1-1) 20 50,154 

StL 7 3 3 7  20 

Was 3 6 3 14  26 

Was FG Gogolak 39 

StL Randle 1 pass from Johnson (Bakken kick) 

Was FG Gogolak 9 

StL FG Bakken 37 

Was FG Gogolak 44 

Was FG Gogolak 19 

St: FG Bakken 17 

Was Mitchell 16 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Was Mitchell 44 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

StL Johnson 2 run (Bakken kick) 

D.C. Stadium—During the week leading up to this contest against 
the 5-0-1 Cardinals, rain had forced the team to practice on three 
different fields, including the Lanham Boys Club field and indoors at 
the D.C. Armory, adding to the chaotic atmosphere. St. Louis had 
built its record on the strength of its defense. Led by such stars as 
Larry Wilson, Jerry Stovall, Larry Stallings and Pat Fischer, they had 
allowed just three touchdown passes in six games. One would think 
that you would want to enter the game with all of your offensive 
weapons deployed. 

Not Graham. On the bench was league-leading receiver Bobby 
Mitchell. Graham had complained about Mitchell’s lackluster block-
ing in a loss to the Giants the week before, so Sonny Jurgensen 
found himself with Fred Mazurek in the lineup in place of his favorite 
target.  

In one more plot twist, the anticipated move of star running back 
Charley Taylor to split end became a reality as Taylor saw substan-
tial action both in the backfield and as a wide receiver. Graham 
called all the turmoil “a family affair.” 

The Redskins trailed 10-9 at halftime, able to muster just three 
Charley Gogolak field goals. The third was a 44-yarder that cleared 
the crossbar just as the half ended. Said Gogolak, “That was a mo-
mentum factor, everyone was pretty excited in the dressing room.”  

  Mitchell entered the game in the second quarter, but he wasn’t 
the target of a pass until the third. Taylor had returned a punt 58 
yards and Washington faced a third and eight at the St. Louis 14. 
Jurgensen went to Mitchell in the end zone, but the pass was batted 
away. The Redskins had to settle for yet another field goal and a 12-
10 lead. Jim Bakken answered later in the third with a 17-yard boot 
for a 13-12 Cardinal lead. 

On the final play of the third quarter, the Redskins got the break 
they needed when linebacker John Reger intercepted a pass at the 
Cards’ 16. On the next play, after changing ends of the field, Jurgen-
sen sent Mitchell on a slant pattern. The receiver zipped free of de-
fender Jimmy Burson and Jurgensen laid the ball in right at the goal 
line. The Redskins had a 19-13 lead.  

“Burson was covering me one on one,” Mitchell said. “Sonny 
threw a perfect pass, that always helps.” 

Less than three minutes later, Jurgy-to-Bobby clicked again. Fol-
lowing a short punt, the quarterback went in for the kill on first down 
from the Cardinals 44. Mitchell ran what the team called a “shake 
pattern” and again shook loose of Burson. “I had to go up for the 
pass,” said Mitchell, “but Sonny put it right where I expected it.” The 
result was a 44-yard touchdown pass and a 26-13 lead. 

The Cardinals wouldn’t go away. They drove 70 yards for a 
touchdown and then, trailing by six, got the ball back at their own 20 
with 6:11 left. Quarterback Charley Johnson showed great patience 
in his play calling, keeping the ball on the ground with runs by John-
ny Roland, who had 109 rushing yards on the day, and moved St. 
Louis to a third and six at the Washington 47 with 1:45 left. 



Johnson flipped a screen pass to fullback Willis Crenshaw. “The 
screen had been working real well all day,” said Huff. He anticipated 
the play and moved in to tackle Crenshaw.  

“I just buried my head,” said Huff, “and hit him with all I had.” 
Huff’s head found the ball and it popped free at the 38. Jim Shorter 
recovered for the Redskins, preserving the upset win. 

 

Taylor Prefers To Stay at Halfback 
 

October 26—While Charley Taylor is willing to try new roles with the 
Redskins, he’d rather stick with his original position. 

Taylor played flanker and returned punts during the Redskins’ 
26-20 win over the previously-undefeated Cardinals last Sunday. His 
one punt return went for 58 yards and forced St. Louis punter Jim 
Bakken to kick away from him the rest of the game. While Taylor 
said that he was “honored” to be a part of that unit, he’d rather not 
do it again. 

He said that playing flanker was “all right” but he’d rather stay in 
the backfield. “I missed the crowd,” he said, talking about making his 
way through the masses at the line of scrimmage. 

End coach Ray Renfro is unsure how much Taylor will be used 
at flanker in the future. “The surprise element will, of course, be 
gone.” 

 
10/30/66 Redskins (5-3) 27, EAGLES (4-4) 13  60,658 

Was 3 7 3 14  27 

Phi 3 3 7 0  13 

Phi FG Baker 15 

Was FG Gogolak 17 

Was Looney 1 run (Gogolak kick) 

Phi FG Baker 37 

Phi Gros 13 pass from Snead (Baker kick) 

Was FG Gogolak 28 

Was Mitchell 4 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Was Smith 4 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Franklin Field—Jim Shorter is called “The Short Man” but he came 
up big in Washington’s 27-13 win over Philadelphia. His interception 
and 54-yard return in the fourth quarter sparked a burst of 14 points 
in less than a minute and a half to push the Redskins past the 
Eagles. 

Charlie Gogolak’s 28-yard field goal—his second three-pointer of 
the day—tied the contest midway through the third period. The  
Redskins had scored to take a 10-3 first-quarter lead on a one-yard 
run by Joe Don Looney.  

The Eagles had answered with two field goals by Sam Baker 
and a 13-yard touchdown pass from Norm Snead to fullback Earl 
Gros. 

The Eagles were threatening to move into Washington territory 
when Shorter grabbed Snead’s pass at the Redskin 39 and raced 
down to the seven. Soon after that, Sonny Jurgensen fired a four-
yard touchdown pass to Bobby Mitchell and the Redskins took a 20-
13 lead. 

It didn’t take long for Washington to add on an insurance score. 
Ben Hawkins fumbled the ensuing kickoff and Pat Hodgson recov-
ered at the Eagle two. On third down from the four, Jerry Smith ran a 
curl pattern and Jurgensen hit him in the breadbasket for the touch-
down, making it 27-13 with 3:49 left. 

 
11/6/66 COLTS (6-2) 37, Redskins (5-4) 10 60,238 

Was 3 0 7 0  10 

Bal 3 20 7 7  37 

Was FG Gogolak 21 

Bal FG Michaels 22 

Bal FG Michaels 12 

Bal Orr 42 pass from Unitas (Michaels kick) 

Bal Berry 9 pass from Unitas (Michaels kick) 

Bal FG Michaels 33 

Bal Berry 1 pass from Unitas (Michaels kick) 

Was Taylor 20 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Bal Wilson 9 pass from Cuozzo (Michaels kick) 

Memorial Stadium—“The Colts are a better team than we are,” said 
Otto Graham after this one, getting no argument from anyone 
present. Then he added, “But not that much better”—an opinion that 
ran contrary to the result on the scoreboard showing a 37-10 Balti-
more victory. 

The Colts ran off 20 points in the second quarter, getting two 
field goals by Lou Michaels and a pair of Johnny Unitas touchdown 
passes. Unitas, who passed for 342 yards on the day, took advan-
tage of some substitutions in the Washington secondary to torch that 
unit throughout the decisive second period.  

After Michael’s first field goal, receiver Jimmy Orr slammed on 
the brakes near the goal line and watched his defender speed by 
him as he caught Unitas’ floater and then stepped across the goal 
line. Later, he burned rookie cornerback Billy Clay on a 20-yard 
catch that set up Raymond Berry’s nine yard TD reception to make it 
20-3. Michael’s second three-pointer of the quarter came with three 
seconds to go in the half. 

Berry had another touchdown catch before the visitors posted 
their only TD of the day on Sonny Jurgensen’s 20-yard pass to Char-
ley Taylor. They were threatening to post another that would have 
made the final a bit more respectable, but Joe Don Looney fumbled 
while fighting for extra yardage inside the Colt 10 and Baltimore 
recovered at the eight. 

 
11/13/66 Cowboys (6-2-1) 31, REDSKINS (5-5) 30 50,927 

Dal 7 7 7 10 - 31 

Was 6 0 17 7 - 30 

Was FG Gogolak 35 

Dal Meredith 1 run (Villanueva kick) 

Was FG Gogolak 33 

Dal Hayes 52 pass from Meredith (Villanueva kick) 

Dal Hayes 95 pass from Meredith (Villanueva kick) 

Was Smith 4 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Was Taylor 78 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Was FG Gogolak 11 

Dal Reeves 1 run (Villanueva kick) 

Was  Taylor 18 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Dal FG Villanueva 20  

D.C. Stadium—Don Meredith trumped Sonny Jurgensen’s miracle 
comeback by leading the Cowboys 85 yards in the final minute and a 
half to Danny Villanueva’s game-winning field goal. 

Dallas turned a 7-6 first quarter lead into a 21-6 margin by work-
ing what was nearly an unfair advantage, the speed of receiver Bob 
Hayes. The Olympic sprinter had won the 100-meter dash in the 
1964 games thus earning the title “The World’s Fastest Human.” He 
got open for a 52-yard touchdown bomb from Meredith in the second 
quarter—and he was just getting warmed up.  

When Dallas got the ball for its initial second half possession at 
its own five, Hayes ran a complex pattern known as “outrun the cor-
nerback.” He did just that, beating Lonnie Sanders, catching Mere-
dith’s pass and putting on the afterburners with Sanders in utterly 
futile pursuit. It looked as though Hayes would need a drag chute to 
slow down enough to stay in the stadium, but he decelerated in time 
after blazing across the goal line. 

Jurgensen and the Redskins had the answer. They drove to a 
four-yard touchdown pass from Jurgensen to Jerry Smith and then 
showed they had a deep threat of their own. Charley Taylor seemed 
to be headed into triple coverage when Jurgensen unleashed his 



pass, but the defenders collided into a pile, freeing Taylor to catch 
the pass and easily complete the 78-yard touchdown play. That 
pulled the Redskins within a point and, before the third quarter was 
out, Charlie Gogolak kicked a short field goal to push them in front 
23-21. 

Dan Reeves regained the lead for Dallas with a one-yard run, 
but the Redskins responded. With 5:38 remaining, Jurgensen and 
Taylor connected for six again, this time from 14 yards and Washing-
ton went up 30-28. The teams exchanged punts, with Dallas getting 
the worst of the trade, gaining possession at its own three. The 
clocked showed 1:30 remaining and no time outs for Dallas.  

“I’m thinking: The game is over,” Dallas cornerback Mel Renfro 
said. “We had lost. No question about it. No time. No timeouts.” 

Meredith didn’t share Renfro’s sentiments. He quickly got his 
team out of the hole with a 26-yard pass to Pete Gent and, a few 
plays later, moved the Cowboys into field goal position with another 
toss to Gent, this one covering 25 yards to the Washington 33. Villa-
nueva had a good shot at a field goal from there, but it got consider-
ably easier for him on the next play when Meredith scrambled for six 
yards and linebacker John Reger committed a foolish personal foul, 
hitting Meredith when the quarterback was well out of bounds. Villa-
nueva kicked the 20-yard game-winner on the next play with 15 
seconds left. 

 
11/20/66 BROWNS (7-3) 14, Redskins (5-6) 3 78,466 

Was 0 0 3 0  3 

Cle 7 0 7 0  14 

Cle Green 5 pass from Ryan (Groza kick) 

Cle Kelly 56 run (Groza kick) 

Was FG Gogolak 20 

Cleveland Municipal Stadium—The usual suspects—key fumbles, 
dropped passes, critical interceptions, and missed field goals—were 
the main culprits in Washington’s sluggish 14-3 loss to the Browns. 

An interception at the Brown 23 by Cleveland’s Ernie Kellerman 
killed a Redskin scoring threat and launched a touchdown march for 
the Browns. They moved to the Washington five, where Frank 
Ryan’s pass intended for a wide-open Gary Collins hit the goal post. 
On the next play Ryan avoided the goal line obstacle, calling for 
fullback Ernie Green to run a flag pattern. The quarterback hit him 
for a 7-0 lead for the home team. 

The Redskins’ day was summed up in the second quarter. From 
the Cleveland 27, Bobby Mitchell broke open and Jurgensen’s 
game-tying pass was right on the money. Mitchell dropped it. Trying 
to salvage something, Charlie Gogolak was sent out to kick a field 
goal, but his effort from 39 yards smacked off of an upright and it 
remained 7-0. 

In the third quarter, Sam Huff guessed wrong on a blitz and Le-
roy Kelly scooted through the opening that the linebacker created, 
going 56 yards for a 14-0 lead. Gogolak connected on a 20-yard field 
goal later on in the third, but that was all the scoring the Redskins 
could muster. Their last good chance to get back into the game 
ended early in the final period when rookie running back Tom Bar-
rington fumbled and the Browns recovered at their own 18. 

 
11/27/66 REDSKINS (6-6) 72, Giants (1-9-1) 41 50,439 

NYG 0 14 14 13  41 

Was 13 21 14 24  72 

Was Whitfield 5 pass from Jurgensen (kick blocked) 

Was Whitfield 63 run (Gogolak kick) 

Was Owens 62 rumble return (Gogolak kick) 

NYG Jacobs 6 run (Gogolak kick) 

Was Whitfield 1 run (Gogolak kick) 

Was Looney 9 run (Gogolak kick) 

NYG Wood 1 run (Gogolak kick) 

NYG Morrison 41 pass from Wood (Gogolak kick) 

Was Taylor 32 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

NYG Jones 40 pass from Wood (Gogolak kick) 

Was  Taylor 74 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Was  Harris 52 punt return (Gogolak kick) 

Was Owens 60 pass interception (Gogolak kick) 

NYG Thomas 18 pass from Kennedy (Gogolak kick) 

NYG Lewis 1 run (Gogolak kick) 

Was Mitchell 45 run (Gogolak kick) 

Was FG Gogolak 29 

D.C. Stadium—The Redskins scored on offense, on defense, on 
special teams, on the ground and through the air in racking up the 
highest single-game scoring total ever in a regular season NFL 
game. In a losing effort, the Giants scored 41, making the combined 
total of 113 points another league record. 

It started off tamely enough when Brig Owens intercepted a pass 
by Giants quarterback Tom Kennedy, setting up a five-yard touch-
down pass from Jurgensen to AD Whitfield. It was the start of a ca-
reer day for Whitfield, a backup running back as he scored three 
touchdowns. His second one made it 13-0 (Charlie Gogolak had 
missed the extra point after the first TD) going into the second quar-
ter.  

The Redskins racked up three more touchdowns before halftime. 
Hanburger barreled into Kennedy, forcing a fumble that Owens re-
covered and returned 62 yards into the end zone. Whitfield and the 
player he backed up, Joe Don Looney, scored the other two. The 
Giants added two scores of their own and it was 34-14 at halftime. 

The third quarter was Taylor’s time to shine. The receiver scored 
on Jurgensen touchdown passes of 32 and 74 yards. Jurgy’s pass-
ing line on the day belies the high scoring nature of the contest—ten 
of 16 for 145 yards. For his part, Taylor was glad to get on the board, 
having dropped a sure TD pass earlier in the game. 

The Giants matched Washington’s scoring in the third period 
with Gary Wood throwing a pair of touchdown passes of his own. 
That made it 48-28 going into the fourth quarter. The Redskins de-
fense was certainly capable of blowing such a lead. 

But there were more points to be scored by the Redskins. Ricky 
Harris pushed the Redskins over the 50-point mark when he re-
turned a punt 52 yards for a touchdown. Then Owens stepped in 
front of a pass from Wood and went all the way with a 60-yard inter-
ception return. That touchdown broke the team record for most 
points scored in a game: the 59 they had scored against the Boston 
Yanks in 1948. The Giants scored two more touchdowns pushing 
the total for both teams over 100 points. Just for fun, Otto Graham 
lined wide receiver Mitchell up at his old running back spot and Mit-
chell scooted 45 yards for the Redskins’ tenth and final touchdown of 
the day. To recap, they scored a touchdown almost every way you 
can: four running, three passing and one each on a punt, fumble, 
and interception return. They also got nine extra points and a field 
goal.  

Oh, yes, the field goal—a very interesting sidebar to the game. 
Either thinking it was third down or just wanting to get the heck 

off the field, Kennedy threw the ball out of bounds on fourth down 
with nine seconds left. Gogolak trotted onto the field and kicked a 
29-yard field goal. After the game, Redskins coach Otto Graham 
said that he just wanted to give Gogolak some practice. Some ac-
counts said the players had pleaded with Graham to go for breaking 
70 points. The best story, though, is that Sam Huff, still mad at the 
Giants for trading him two years earlier, yelled out “Field goal team, 
field goal team” himself in hopes that the unit would run on the field 
in the confusion and rub some salt in the Giants’ wounds. No matter 
why, the three points made the final 72-41.  



(Editorôs Note: About 11,000 NFL games have been played 
since this one and, despite rule changes designed to favor the of-
fense and increase scoring, both the Redskinsô 72 points and the 
combined 113 still stand as NFL records.) 

 

Nov 28 

Graham Apologizes for Late Field Goal 
Final tally against Giants set 
 scoring record for Redskins 

 
12/11/66 Redskins (7-6) 34, COWBOYS (9-3-1) 31 64,198 

Was 0 10 7 17  34 

Dal 0 7 10 14  31 

Dal Perkins 20 run (Villanueva kick) 

Was FG Gogolak 42 

Was Reger recovered blocked punt in end zone (Gogolak kick) 

Dal FG Villanueva 26 

Dal Hayes 23 pass from Morton (Villanueva kick) 

Was Mitchell 11 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Dal Reeves 67 run (Villanueva kick) 

Was Smith 11 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Dal Perkins 6 run (Villanueva kick) 

Was Taylor 65 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Was FG Gogolak 29 

Cotton Bowl—Charlie Gogolak kicked a 29-yard field goal with four 
seconds left to cap a wild fourth quarter and give the Redskins a 
stirring 34-31 win over Dallas. 

The Cowboys put together a second-quarter drive to take a 7-0 
lead on Don Perkins’ 20-yard touchdown run, but the Redskins came 
right back thanks largely to Carl Kammerer. Midway through the 
second, the defensive end recovered a fumble, setting up a Gogolak 
field goal to make it 7-3. Later in the period Kammerer broke through 
to block Danny Villanueva’s punt in the end zone and John Reger 
was right there to fall on the ball for the touchdown, giving the visi-
tors the halftime lead. 

After Villanueva kicked a field goal to tie the game at 10, the 
Cowboys drove 86 yards to reclaim the lead on Craig Morton’s 23-
yard touchdown pass to Bob Hayes. Washington came right back 
with a drive of its own. A 41-yard run by A. D. Whitfield got the 
Redskins down to the Dallas 11 and from there, Sonny Jurgensen 
threw a touchdown pass to Bobby Mitchell. The game was tied at 17 
going into the fourth quarter.  

The Cowboys made Washington play catch-up as Dan Reeves 
shook a tackle and went 67 yards for a touchdown. That’s the kind of 
game Jurgensen likes and his 53-yard bomb to Charley Taylor led to 
his 11-yard scoring toss to Jerry Smith to even it up at 24. 

It was Dallas’ turn and they drove 72 yards, the last six on Per-
kins’ second scoring run and recaptured the lead. No problem for 
Jurgensen, who promptly went long to Taylor again, this time for 65 
yards and a touchdown with 3:11 remaining. 

All the Cowboys needed was a tie to clinch the Eastern Division 
title, but they couldn’t get it. Washington got the ball again and ex-
Cowboy Whitfield busted loose for 30 yards to get his team in field 

goal range. Jurgensen stood next to the official, his hands on his 
hips, and watched the clock tick down to eight seconds before call-
ing timeout. Gogolak trotted in and his game-winner from 29 yards 
was perfect. 

 
12/18/66 Eagles (9-5) 37, REDSKINS (7-7) 28 50,405 

Phi 7 3 7 20  37 

Was 7 7 7 7  28 

Phi Woodeshick 1 run (Baker kick)  

Was Smith 18 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Phi FG Baker 47 

Was Smith 28 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Phi Retzlaff 24 pass from Hill (Baker kick) 

Was Taylor 11 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Phi Woodeshick 1 run (kick failed) 

Phi Matson 3 run (Baker kick) 

Was Taylor 26 pass from Jurgensen (Gogolak kick) 

Phi Wells 60 fumble return (Baker kick) 

D.C. Stadium—The Redskins were dressed in their home burgundy 
jerseys, but red suits with white trim would have been more appro-
priate as they played Santa a week early in dropping this one to the 
Eagles 37-28. 

The Redskins led 14-10 at halftime, having scored on two touch-
down passes from Sonny Jurgensen to Jerry Smith. Early in the third 
quarter, Jurgensen tried to go to Smith again, but safety Joe Scarpa-
ti swooped in front of the receiver to intercept the pass. Right after 
Scarpati’s return to the Washington 24, backup quarterback King Hill 
threw to tight end Pete Retzlaff for the touchdown. 

Washington came right back with a 74-yard march that culmi-
nated in Jurgensen’s 11-yard TD pass to Charley Taylor, who had 
badly beaten cornerback Al Nelson. Charlie Gogolak’s extra point 
put the Redskins back ahead 21-17  

The fourth quarter, though, belonged to the Eagles.  Jurgensen 
fumbled at his own 20 and Philly turned that miscue into a one-yard 
scoring blast by fullback Tom Woodeshick. Then defensive end John 
Hultz batted a Jurgensen pass and Fred Whittingham intercepted at 
the Washington 45. Six plays later, Ollie Matson beat Chris Han-
burger to the flag for a three-yard touchdown run and the Eagles led 
30-21. 

The Redskins managed to put a scare in the Eagles when Jur-
gensen again connected with Taylor for a touchdown and then re-
covered an onside kick with a minute and a half left. Needing just a 
field goal, the Redskins started at the Philadelphia 44. The drive 
never got started as Taylor caught a first down pass but fumbled. 
Linebacker Harold Wells recovered and, aided by some uninspired 
tackling attempts, went 60 yards for the final score. 
 

Dec 19 

4ÁÙÌÏÒ .&,ȭÓ Top Receiver 
Midseason switch to wide receiver spurred move to top 

of league in catches 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 


