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Head Coach: Joe Gibbs
Record: 8-8, Fourth in NFC East

Honors: Mike Nelms Pro Bowl, All-NFL

Jan. 5
Pardee, 1979 Coach of the Year, Fired
GM Beathard wins power struggle, Pardee
is out after three seasons

Gibbs Hired as
Redskins Coach

Jan. 12—A press conference will be held tomorrow to announce the
hiring of Joe Gibbs as head coach of the Washington Redskins.
General Manager Bobby Beathard and team owner Jack Kent
Cooke decided last night that Gibbs, the San Diego Chargers’
offensive coordinator, was the man to replace the fired Jack Pardee.

“Joe appeals to me because of his obvious dedication to the
game,” Cooke said. “I have confidence that Joe will provide the
Redskins fans with a team that will stir the imagination, win or lose.”

Gibbs said that he wanted Cooke to be glad he made the
decision to hire him. “I want him to look back on this and say it was
the best decision he ever made. | have a sense of urgency. | am
ready and fired up.”

He won't waste any time starting to earn his salary, reported to
be $100,000 annually. After this morning’s press conference, he and
Beathard will fly to Mobile, Alabama to scout draft prospects at the
Senior Bowl. After that, Gibbs will get to work assembling his
coaching staff. Cooke has given him an assistant coaches’ salary
budget that is “top dollar,” according to some.

The Redskins also announced that Richie Petitbon will be
promoted to defensive coordinator.

June 11—Declaring, “'m bored, broke and I'm back,” John Riggins
took the field for the Washington Redskins today for the first time
since the 1979 season finale.

As he prepared to participate in drills at minicamp, Riggins, 31,
indicated that this might be his final minicamp. “This might be my last
year. | don’'t know,” he said. “I'm taking one year at a time.”

Joe Gibbs had gone to Kansas to meet with Riggins in March in
an effort to convince the iconoclastic back to return to the Redskins.
The coach was obviously pleased that his work paid off, but warned
that Riggins had a lot of catching up to do.

“This being his first camp, he has a lot to digest,” Gibbs said. “I'm
just glad he’s here to get started.”

Skins Get Draft Day Bonanza

Apr. 29—This is the best draft I've ever been associated with,” said
Bobby Beathard following the 1981 NFL Annual Selection Meeting.

The day started off with a deal reminiscent of the ones that
Beathard's predecessor as Redskins General Manager, George
Allen, loved to make—a draft pick for a disgruntled veteran. The pick
was their second-rounder; the player was running back Joe
Washington of the Baltimore Colts.

Then the draft got underway and the Redskins moved back in
the first round, going from ninth overall to twentieth in a deal with the
LA Rams that yielded some later-round selections. There, they
picked offensive tackle Mark May.

After that, Beathard made a move on the line between bold and
crazy, dealing away his first round pick next year for a third-round
pick (plus a few lower selections) to be able to take Pittsburgh center
Russ Grimm.

Later on in the draft, using mostly its own selections, the team
drafted defensive end Dexter Manley, receiver Charlie Brown, and
offensive lineman Darryl Grant.

Change at Redskins Park—22 new players
Sep 1—The 1981 Redskins may be better than last year's edition
and they may be worse, but one thing is certain: they will be
different.

Following today’s final roster cutdown there were 22 players on
the roster who were not there in 1980. Among those, 12 have no
NFL playing experience anywhere.

A microcosm of this change is found on the offensive line.
Among the eight linemen, four are rookies (Joe Jacoby, Russ
Grimm, Mark May, and Darryl Grant), one is a first-year player with
no playing experience (Melvin Jones), one has played a very limited
number of snaps (Jerry Scanlon), and another has been almost
exclusively a long snapper (Jeff Bostic). Only tackle George Starke
has any significant playing experience.

Gibbs was shuffling more than just backups. There will be 10
new starters, eight of them on offense. Of the starters who were
replaced, five were 30 or older. Their replacements average 23
years of age.

9/6/81  Cowboys (1-0) 26, REDSKINS (0-1) 10 55,045

Dal 0 14 6 6 26
Was 0 7 3 0 10

Dal DuPree 33 pass from White (Septien kick)

Was Washington 15 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)
Dal Pearson 42 pass from White (Septien kick)

Dal FG Septien 29

Was FG Moseley 42

Dal FG Septien 42

Dal FG Septien 23

Dal FG Septien 18

‘Bored, Broke’ Riggins is Back

RFK Stadium—In Joe Gibbs' first game as head coach, the
Redskins turned the ball over six times in losing to the Cowboys 26-
10.

On the day, the Redskins passed 49 times and ran just 18. “Our
basic idea coming in was that we didn't think we could run the ball on
them, so we decided to go after them with the pass,” Gibbs said. “As
it worked out, we weren't very balanced.”

Or, for that matter, very effective.

The pattern of the game quickly emerged. The Redskins would
move the ball downfield and, as a scoring threat began to develop,
Joe Theismann would throw an interception. Of Theismann’s four
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interceptions, three occurred in Dallas territory, one at the 36,
another at the 26, and one at the four.

It was that last one that killed any faint hopes the Redskins had
of coming back. Trailing 23-10 with more than eight minutes left,
they drove to a first down at the Dallas nine. Three plays later on
third down from the four, Dennis Thurman stepped in front of Art
Monk, picked off Theismann’s pass at the goal line and raced 96
yards to the four. Rafael Septien’s fourth field goal of the day put it
out of reach.

In addition to the four interceptions thrown by Joe Theismann
and two lost fumbles, the Redskins’ inability to muster a ground
game doomed them in this one. John Riggins had returned to the
team after a one-year holdout and was supposed to get
Washington’s ground game going again, but he had eight carries for
just 25 yards. As a team, the Skins ran for just 44 yards compared to
206 for Dallas.

9/13/81 Giants (1-1) 17, REDSKINS (0-2) 7 53,343
0 7 10

NYG 0 17
Was 0 0 7 0 7
Was Thompson 6 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)
NYG Taylor 5 run (Danelo kick)

NYG FG Danelo 25

NYG Martin 8 fumble return (Danelo kick)

RFK Stadium—Rookie New York linebacker Lawrence Taylor
sacked Joe Theismann twice, but it was turnovers that killed the
Redskins in this 17-7 loss to the Giants.

The normally sure-handed Mike Nelms fumbled a Giants punt at
the New York 13, leading to a tying touchdown run by Billy Taylor.
Then, with less than three minutes left in the game, the Redskins
were trying to mount a drive to tie or take the lead when Theismann
fumbled after being sacked deep in New York territory. Giants’
lineman George Martin got a perfect bounce into his arms, and he
rumbled eight yards for the clinching score.

This event was difficult to watch even for the most avid fans. In
the scoreless first half, the teams combined for 15 punts and were 0
for 16 on third down conversions. New York quarterback Phil Simms
didn’t complete a pass until the second quarter and was two for his
first 12 attempts.

Despite losing John Riggins, Joe Washington and Russ Grimm
to injuries in the first half, the Redskins managed an 82-yard
touchdown drive in the third quarter, the payoff coming on a
Theismann pass to Ricky Thompson, who carried a Giant safety into
the end zone on his back. After the Giants punted on the subsequent
possession, though, Nelms fumbled and things came unglued.

9/20/81  CARDINALS (1-2) 40, Redskins (0-3) 30 47,592

Was 10 7 0 13 30

StL 9 17 0 14 40

StL CD hQ52y23KdzS Hn

Was FG Moseley 21

Was Thompson 34 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)

StL Green 58 pass from Hart (kick failed)

StL CD hQ52y23KdzS nr

StL aAlGOKStt pH Lidzyd NBGdzNY
Was Monk 79 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)

StL [ FCtSdzNJ vt LI aa FNBY || D
StL {GAST ¢ LI aa FTNRBY || NI ¢
StL l YRSNE2Y T NXzy 6hQ52y2:
Was Walker 20 pass from Theismann (kick failed)

Was Thompson 10 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)

Busch Stadium—The Redskins opened a 10-3 lead in the first
quarter when Joe Theismann hit Ricky Thompson with a 34-yard TD
pass off of a flea flicker, but Cardinals quarterback Jim Hart took
over after that and led St. Louis to a 40-30 win.

The 37-year-old ignited a 37-7 Cardinal scoring run that left the
Redskins gasping for breath. Hart, who was a doubtful starter due to
a knee injury, completed just 12 passes, but they were good for 226
yards and three touchdowns.

Joe Theismann threw for 388 yards and was intercepted just
once, but that one was costly. He rallied the Redskins from a 40-17
fourth-quarter deficit with two touchdown passes. The first one
covered 20 yards to Rick Walker and the second went 10 yards to
Ricky Thompson.

The interception came with less than a minute left deep in St.
Louis territory and ended any hopes the Redskins had for a miracle
comeback.

The loss wasted a 521-total yardage effort by the Washington
offense. In addition to Theismann’s 288 yards through the air, the
Redskins rushed for 133 yards, including 104 by Wilbur Jackson.

9/27/81 EAGLES (4-0) 36, Redskins (0-4) 13 70,664
Was 0 6 0 7 13
Phil 0 7 7 22 36
Phil Giamonna 13 pass from Jaworski (Franklin kick)
Was FG Moseley 19

Was FG Moseley 22

Phil Giamonna 1 run (Franklin kick)

Was Riggins 3 run (Moseley kick)

Phil Smith 29 pass from Jaworski (Franklin kick)

Phil FG Franklin 28

Phil Safety Theismann tackled in end zone

Phil FG Franklin 36

Phil Brown 7 fumble return (Franklin kick)

Veterans Stadium—The Eagles broke open a one-point game in
the fourth quarter with 22 unanswered points to send Joe Gibbs to
his fourth straight loss to start his tenure as Redskins coach by a
score of 36-13.

Washington outgained the Eagles 337 yards to 221, but couldn’t
overcome two lost fumbles, an interception, and 98 yards in
penalties.

The Redskins moved up and down the Veterans Stadium carpet
in the first half. The problem was that four drives—one to the Eagle
20, the other three to inside the 10—netted just two field goals.
Washington trailed 7-6.

That wouldn’t cut it against the powerful Eagles. They took the
second half kickoff and ground out a 15-play, 72-yard march that
resulted in a one-yard touchdown burst by Louie Giamonna. Early in
the fourth quarter, though, the Redskins fought back and finally
finished off a drive in the preferred fashion, with a three-yard TD run
by John Riggins to cut the Philly lead to 14-13.

That was it for the Redskins, however. They were forced to punt
on their next possession and the Eagles returned it to their own 49.
Soon after that, receiver Charles Smith dusted off Lamar Parrish and
caught a 29-yard touchdown pass from Ron Jaworski. Then after the
kickoff, Riggins bobbled a swing pass and linebacker Reggie Wilkes
intercepted, returning the ball to the Washington 12. That led to a
Tony Franklin field goal, making it 24-13. Washington’s hopes were
fading fast.

Theismann was tackled for a safety and then a Terry Metcalf
fumble led to another Franklin field goal. Coach Jack Pardee
decided to give quarterback Tom Flick a taste of action and,
certainly, the rookie got more than he bargained for. He was
sandwiched in between a pair of blitzing Eagles and fumbled. End
Greg Brown scooped it up and finished off the scoring with a 22-yard
jaunt into the end zone.

10/4/81  49ers (3-2) 30, Redskins (0-5) 17 51,843

SF 14 10 6 0 30
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Was 0 3 0 14 17
SF Patton 16 run (Bahr kick)

SF Hicks 80 fumble return (Bahr kick)

SF FG Bahr 43

Was FG Moseley 34

SF Davis 1 run (Bahr kick)

SF Hicks 32 interception return (kick failed)

Was Nelms 58 punt return (Moseley kick)

Was Washington 5 run (Moseley kick)

RFK Stadium—"It's the same story,” said Joe Gibbs, 0-5 in his head
coaching career after this loss and, indeed, it was. Impressive
offensive numbers more than offset by ill-timed turnovers was the
story of the early 1981 Redskins. This one was no different as the
Redskins fell to San Francisco 30-17 in a game that was not as
close as the final score would indicate.

After the 49ers had driven to a touchdown after taking the
opening kickoff and a 7-0 lead, Washington had a nice drive of its
own going. On first down from the San Francisco 22, Terry Metcalf
headed to the right on a misdirection play. Niners’ safety Ronnie Lott
flipped Metcalf into the air as the runner tried to turn the corner and
the ball popped out. Safety Dwight Hicks snatched the ball with one
hand and raced 80 yards for a touchdown.

The Redskins would not recover from the 14-point turnaround.
Hicks later scored another touchdown after intercepting a
Theismann pass in the third quarter. It was one of four San
Francisco picks. Hicks’ return made the score 30-3 and two fourth-
quarter touchdowns by the Redskins were mere window dressing.

Late in the first half, it was Dave Butz's turn to pick off Evans,
and he rumbled to the Bears’ one. John Riggins scored from there,
and the lead grew to 17-0.

The Redskins expanded it to 24-0 with 4:45 left in the fourth
quarter by putting together their only scoring drive of the game
unaided by a Chicago turnover. Riggins capped it off with another
short TD run. The Bears averted the shutout when Mike Phipps hit
Marcus Anderson for a 43-yard touchdown with 1:43 left.

Gibbs: Cooke is ‘Supportive’

Oct 5—Despite an 0-5 record, Redskins owner Jack Kent Cooke is
firmly in Joe Gibbs’ corner, says the new coach.

“We sit down almost every week and talk, face to face, and he’s
been nothing but supportive. He’s been good to me. He and Bobby
Beathard are intelligent men. They are aware of the problems we've
been having.

“I'm confident that I'll be here when it all gets straightened out.”

Cooke declined to comment, other than saying, “Patience is the
key.”

Beathard, who hired Gibbs, confirmed that the team intended to
stay the course. “Gibbs is the coach who is going to rebuild this
team. He shouldn’t feel the least bit pressured.”

“This is where | should be,” Gibbs said. “You don’t squirm out of
hard times, you 'fess up to them.”

Gibbs in a Giving Mood After First Win

Oct 12—Things are a lot more relaxed today. We can laugh and
have some fun.”

Almost any member of the Redskins could have said that in the
glow of their first win of the year. It happened that Joe Gibbs said it
and, evidently, his idea of having fun is giving away some swag to
his players.

A lot of merchandise has been piling up in the attic at Redskins
Park waiting to be awarded to outstanding players after a win.
Portable TV's, sport coats, dinners, watches, and shirts were all
dished out to deserving gladiators. In return, the players gave Gibbs
a game ball.

Gibbs, who came to the Redskins touted as a master of the
passing game, attributed the team’s success on Sunday to old-
fashioned ball control and solid, opportunistic defense.

“We did prove that we can run the ball, that we can move it out
from the goal line in tough situations and that we can control it for a
long drive,” he said. “And our defense also found out that it really is a
great unit.”

10/18/81  DOLPHINS (5-1-1) 13, Redskins 10 47,367

Was 0 3 0 7 10
Mia 0 3 7 3 13
Was FG Moseley 20

Mia FG 37 von Schamann

Mia Franklin 1 run (von Schamann kick)

Was Riggins 2 run (Moseley kick)

Mia FG von Schamann 25

10/11/81 Redskins (1-5) 27, BEARS (1-5) 7 57,683

Was 0 7 0 7 24
Chi 0 0 0 7 7
Was FG Moseley 38

Was Olkewicz 10 interception return (Moseley kick)
Was Riggins 1 run (Moseley kick)

Was Riggins 2 run (Moseley kick)

Chi Anderson 43 pass from Phipps (Roveto kick)

Soldier Field—Finally, after an 0-5, mistake-filled start to Joe Gibbs’
head coaching tenure, the Redskins found an opponent that would
hand a game to them. Having been killed by turnovers during the
first five games, the Redskins gladly accepted three Bears gifts to
build a 17-0 halftime lead and rolled to a 27-7 win.

Joe Lavender's interception of a Vince Evans pass led to a Mark
Moseley field goal late in the first quarter. Twenty four seconds later,
Evans was intercepted again, this time by Neil Olkewicz, who ran it
into the end zone from 10 yards out and it was 10-0.

Orange Bowl—Just two minutes after John Riggins tied the game in
the fourth quarter, Uve von Schamann’s 25-yard field goal with 9:39
left in the game pushed the Dolphins past the Redskins 13-10.

“We played a very good team very evenly and we still didn’t win,”
said Mark May. “That really hurts.”

Part of the Redskins’ early season problems seemed to be
fading into the distance as they committed just two turnovers and
were penalized only three times. The other major source of the
team’s woes, the inability to finish off drives and take advantage of
opportunities, however, remained.

In the second quarter, Joe Theismann completed passes of 25
yards to Don Warren and 12 to Rich Caster to gain a first down at
the Miami eight. They had to settle for a field goal after Theismann’s
third down pass to Joe Washington was incomplete.

Miami tied it up before halftime on von Schamann’s 37-yard field
goal. In the third quarter, David Woodley tossed a 39-yard
completion to Jimmy Cefalo to set up a one-yard scoring run by
Aundra Franklin.

The Redskins responded with their only touchdown of the day,
driving to a Riggins’ one-yard plunge early in the fourth quarter. After
that, Woodley went deep again and a 50-yard connection with tight
end Joe Rose set up the go-ahead field goal by von Schamann.

Washington had an opportunity to tie or take the lead when they
drove to a first down at the Miami 39, but it broke down there and left
them to punt with 4:17 left. On third and 13 at the Miami 29, Woodley
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clinched it with a 54-yard completion to Cefalo and the Dolphins
burned off the last minute and a half.

10/25/81  REDSKINS (2-6) 24, Patriots (2-6) 22 50,394

NE 6 9 0 7 22
Was 7 7 10 0 24
NE FG Smith 25

NE FG Smith 22

Was Washington 13 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)
NE Collins 6 run (kick failed)

NE FG Smith 46

Was Nelms 75 punt return (Moseley kick)

Was FG Moseley 34

Was Theismann 1 run (Moseley kick)

NE Cunningham 4 run (Smith kick)

RFK Stadium—A sigh of relief after a penalty flag in a pivotal
situation went Washington’s way was followed by a cheer of joy as
the Patriots’ John Smith missed a 51-yard field goal with 51 seconds
left, sealing a 24-22 win for the Redskins.

On a third and 20 from the Washington 36, New England’s Steve
Grogan threw a pass intended for Stanley Morgan at the 10. The
receiver got tangled up with CB Lamar Parrish and a flag was
thrown. The call was pass interference on Morgan, the Redskins
declined the penalty, and Smith’s try to give the Patriots the lead fell
well short of the crossbar.

The Redskins had erased a 15-7 New England lead with 17
points in the second and third quarters, all of those points either
scored or set up by Washington defense and special teams. Mike
Nelms returned a punt 75 yards for a TD to pull the Redskins within
one. In the third quarter, Mark Murphy intercepted a Grogan pass to
set up a Mark Moseley field goal. Later in that period, Nelms stripped
the ball from New England’s Tony Collins and end Matt Mendenhall
recovered at the Patriots’ 44. Joe Theismann scored on a fourth and
goal run from the one to give the Redskins the cushion they needed.

11/1/81  REDSKINS (3-6) 42, Cardinals (3-6) 21 50,643

StL 0 0 0 21 21

Was 14 7 7 14 42

Was Monk 38 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)

Was Seay 51 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)

Was Riggins 1 run (Moseley kick)

Was Riggins 1 run (Moseley kick)

StL DNBSY wmm LI} &a FTNRBY | I NI
Was Monk 10 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)

StL ¢cAttSe mn LI aa FTNRBY |1
StL ¢cAttSe mn LI aa FTNBY |1
Was Riggins 4 run (Moseley kick)

RFK Stadium—The home crowd had its choice of heroes after this
42-21 romp over the Cardinals. Three stood out, each representing
one phase of the game. Rookie free agent linebacker Mel Kaufman
was the defensive star, intercepting two Jim Hart passes; Mike
Nelms stepped up for the special teams with three big kick returns;
and Joe Theismann threw three touchdown passes to spark the
Redskins’ offense.

Nelms'’ first big runback came on the game’s opening kickoff and
was good for 46 yards. Four plays later, Art Monk shook defender
Carl Allen and Joe Theismann hit his wide receiver in stride with a
38-yard touchdown pass.

The Redskins again got a short field and again took advantage
of it. After Mark Murphy’s interception of Jim Hart, Theismann picked
on Allen again. That time the cornerback was trying to cover Virgil
Seay. Allen made a try for a diving deflection but missed and could

just watch from the ground as Seay completed a 51-yard touchdown
play. Later in the half, Allen committed pass interference in the end
zone, leading to John Riggins’ one-yard touchdown run.

Riggins’ second rushing TD came in the third quarter and
extended the lead to 28-0. Hart and the Cardinals did manage to
make the score more respectable with three fourth-quarter
touchdowns. The home team kept St. Louis at bay with another
Theismann to Monk touchdown connection and Riggins’ third
rushing score of the day.

Gibbs Sees Progress, But Warns
of Tough Battles Ahead

Nov 2—Joe Gibbs said today that while there is reason for real
optimism in the wake of his team’s 3-1 record following its 0-5 start,
he warned that the tough tests are yet to come.

“We are good enough to play four good back-to-back games,” he
said. “But the teams we have beaten so far have had lesser records.
We're going to begin a stretch now against teams that have winning
records and are challenging for playoff berths. This will tell us
something more.”

Of their next five games, four are against teams with winning
records and the fifth, 4-5 Detroit, is in the hunt for the Central
Division title.

When asked what has caused the turnaround, Gibbs listed five
factors: he and the coaches knowing the players’ capabilities better;
a reduction in turnovers and other errors; the switch to the one-back
offense; fewer players being out with injuries and improved
confidence.

As to the last factor, Gibbs said, “The first part of the year you
say, ‘Goodness gracious, when are we going to win?" You have
nothing but repeated failure. Now we think we can make the right
plays, we think we're a good team.”

11/8/81  REDSKINS (4-6) 33, Lions (4-6) 31 52,090

Det 7 14 0 10 31
Was 10 10 3 10 33
Was Washington 7 run (Moseley kick)

Was FG Moseley 21

Det Scott 36 pass from Hipple (Murray kick)

Det Hipple 2 run (Murray kick)

Was FG Moseley 33

Det Sims 1 run (Murray kick)

Was Monk 8 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)
Was FG Moseley 28

Det Sims 13 run (Murray kick)

Was Washington 12 run (Moseley kick)

Det FG Murray 50

Was FG Moseley 44

RFK Stadium—Nearly 1,000 yards of total offense, six lead
changes and nine turnovers highlighted this wild affair in
Washington. The outcome wasn't settled until a completed Hail Mary
pass by the Lions ended as Detroit's Mark Nichols was tackled by
Joe Lavender at the Washington two as time ran out.

The Redskins took advantage of two of Detroit’s six turnovers to
take a 10-0 lead. The Lions’ Alvin Hall fumbled the opening kickoff
and Jeris White recovered for Washington. Three plays later, Joe
Washington, who rushed for 144 yards on the day, scored on a
seven-yard run. Soon after the touchdown, the Lions fumbled again,
and defensive end Matt Mendenhall recovered at the Detroit 10.
Washington settled for a 21-yard Mark Moseley field goal.
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Lions’ quarterback Eric Hipple then went to work, throwing for
one touchdown and scoring another himself on a two-yard run for a
14-10 lead. For the game, Hipple was 14 of 22 for 282 yards. After a
Moseley field goal cut it to a one-point lead, it was time for Detroit's
star runner Bill Sims to shine. Sims dove over from the one to widen
the Lion lead to eight. The former Oklahoma Heisman Trophy winner
would score another TD on a 13-yard run in the third quarter, and
gained 159 yards on 21 carries on the day.

The Detroit defense was a porous as its offense was productive.
After Sims’ first TD put the Lions up 21-13 with 2:58 left in the first
half, it took the Redskins just two minutes to answer with a six-yard
Joe Theismann to Art Monk scoring connection. It was 21-20 Detroit
at the half.

The only third quarter score was a 28-yard Moseley field goal
that gave the Redskins a two-point lead and set the stage for a wild
ride in the fourth. The Lions took advantage of a 43-yard pass
interference call against Lamar Parrish that set up Sims’ second
score to take a 28-23 lead a minute and a half into the final period.
Detroit was driving for more when safety Tony Peters intercepted
Hipple in the end zone. Given life, the Redskins offense drove 80
yards for a 12-yard run by Washington to seize back the lead at 30-
28 with 6:39 left.

The Redskins appeared to have their momentum back when
Detroit had to punt, but Joe Washington fumbled the ball back to the
Lions. Eddie Murray hit a 50-yard field goal to give Detroit a 31-30
lead with 2:58 to play.

No problem for the Skins. Theismann scrambled for 20 yards to
the Detroit 49 on the first play after the ensuing kickoff and the Skins
were in business. Joe Washington carried five straight times to move
the ball to the 27 and it was up to Moseley to hit a 44-yard field goal
to give the Redskins the lead.

Moseley had been bothered by a groin pull since the second
game of the season. He had made just one of seven from over 44
yards all year, but Moseley said, “My leg felt good today.” It felt good
enough to make the points to put the Redskins up 33-31 with 43
seconds left. Washington survived the last-second scare on the Hail
Mary and walked off with a well-earned win.

11/15/81  Redskins (5-6) 30, GIANTS (5-6) 27 (OT) 63,133

Was 7 3 7 10 3 30
NYG 7 6 7 7 0 27
NYG Perkins 6 pass from Simms (Danelo kick)

Was Thompson 6 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)
NYG Jackson 4 run (kick failed)

Was FG Moseley 25

NYG Bright 1 run (Danelo kick)

Was Riggins 1 run (Moseley kick)

Was Warren 3 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)
NYG Mistler 27 pass from Brunner (Danelo kick)

Was FG Moseley 49

Was FG Moseley 48

Giants Stadium—In a driving rain, Mark Moseley saved the game
for the Redskins with a 49-yard field goal at the end of regulation. He
then gave Washington a 30-27 win with another field goal in
overtime.

Reserve Giants QB Scott Brunner had given the Giants a 27-24
lead with 45 seconds left in regulation by throwing a 27-yard
touchdown pass to John Mistler. Brunner was inserted at signal
caller in place of Phil Simms, who had injured his shoulder after
being sacked by Dave Butz just a minute before the backup’s big
play.

On the ensuing kickoff, the Giants tried to keep the ball away
from returner Mike Nelms. They were a little too clever as their squib

kick was returned to the Washington 46. All it took was 22 yards on
six plays for the Redskins to set up Moseley's game-tying attempt
from 49 yards out. It was good as time ran out in regulation.

New York's fear of Nelms was well founded. He returned Dave
Jennings’ punt 26 yards to the Giants’ 47 following New York’s initial
overtime possession. From there, it was Joe Washington for 12,
John Riggins for two, and Washington again for another yard.
Moseley’s 48-yarder ended it 3:44 into the extra period.

11/22/81  COWBOYS (9-3) 24, Redskins (5-7) 10 64,583

Was 0 7 3 0 10
Dal 7 3 7 7 24
Dal Johnson 28 pass from White (Septien kick)

Dal FG Septien 25

Was Giaquinto 7 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)
Was FG Moseley 26

Dal Cosbie 10 pass from White (Septien kick)

Dal Springs 1 run (Septien kick)

Texas Stadium—Even though cornerback Jeris White had dropped
a sure interception with open fields in front of him, the Redskins
defense still had the Cowboys offense on the ropes. The Redskins
had just scored on a 26-yard Mark Moseley field goal to tie the
contest at 10. Dallas faced a third and 18 at its own 46.

Dave Butz chased quarterback Danny White out of the pocket
and towards the sideline. White then committed what he later called
a “cardinal sin” by throwing back across his body towards the middle
of the field. Receiver Drew Pearson had broken open and he caught
and held onto the ball at the Redskins 20 despite a viscous hit by
safety Mark Murphy.

Five plays later, Dallas scored on a 10-yard pass from White to
tight end Doug Cosbie and the Cowboys had the lead for good.

It may have been a different story had Joe Washington not torn a
rib cartilage late in the first half. The running back was on his way to
a career day with 84 yards rushing and another 47 receiving when
he felt something pop in his rib cage.

Dallas coach Tom Landry described the Redskins’ inability to
move the ball without Joe in the lineup best: “Washington isn't
Washington without Washington.”

11/29/81  BILLS (8-5) 21, Redskins (5-8) 14 59,624

Was 0 14 0 0 14
Buf 7 7 7 0 21
Buf Butler 21 pass from Ferguson (Mike-Mayer kick)
Buf Hooks 4 run (Mike-Mayer kick)

Was Riggins 2 run (Moseley kick)

Was Monk 25 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)
Buf Hooks 18 run (Mike-Mayer kick)

Rich Stadium—The Redskins were game, rallying from a 14-0
second-quarter deficit to tie the contest with 11 seconds left in the
half, but they couldn’t overcome five turnovers in losing to the Bills
21-14.

“We just had too many turnovers, too many mistakes,” said Joe
Gibbs. “And we just had too much other stuff to overcome.”

The “other stuff’ that Gibbs was referring to was the officiating.
Three calls in particular rankled Gibbs and his players.

After finishing off the first half with two touchdowns in just over
two minutes to tie the game, they forced a punt on Buffalo’s first
second-half possession. As Mike Nelms moved in to field the ball,
the Bills" Roland Hooks got in his way. The ball hit the ground,
bounced off of Nelms’ leg and Buffalo pounced on the ball at the
Washington 26. That led to Hooks’ 18-yard touchdown run for a 21-
14 Buffalo lead.
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Using one of his strongest curse words, Gibbs said, “Cripes, you
are supposed to give him a chance to field the ball. We have the
best punt return man in the league and they have to get out of his
way.”

The non-call was followed by a pair of penalties that thwarted
Washington's comeback efforts. First, an illegal procedure wiped out
a third and 27 conversion. Joe Theismann was forced to leave the
game after being shaken up and Tom Flick went under center. After
a false start penalty, Theismann trotted back on the field. A defender
tipped Theismann’s pass into the arms of Virgil Seay, who had the
yardage for the first down.

It turned out to be for naught. Bills defensive coach Tom Catlin
complained that Theismann had not sat out the one play required
after an injury timeout and the officials agreed, wiping out the play.

Later on, in the fourth quarter, a nice screen play to John Riggins
that carried to the Bill 32 was negated by a holding call that was far
away from the action. The Redskins were unable to mount a threat
after that.

12/6/81  REDSKINS (6-8) 15, Eagles (9-5) 13 52,206

Phil 0 13 0 0 13
Was 6 0 0 9 15
Was Washington 6 run (kick failed)

Phil Campbell 25 pass from Jaworski (Franklin kick)
Phil Campbell 5 pass from Jaworski (kick blocked))
Was FG Moseley 45

Was Coleman 52 interception return (kick failed)

RFK Stadium—With 54 seconds left, nobody was hoping more than
Mark Moseley that something would go awry with the Eagles’ 24-
yard field goal try. The Redskins veteran kicker had flat-out missed
two extra point attempts earlier in the game and the Eagles would
take the lead on a chip shot for their kicker Tony Franklin.

The first PAT shank came after Joe Washington’s six-yard
touchdown run to open the scoring. After that, the Eagles dominated
the game for the next two quarters, but were only able to put 13
points on the board, failing on an extra point themselves when Dave
Butz and Dallas Hickman blocked Franklin’s attempt after Philly’s
second touchdown. “It bounced off my head,” Butz said, “and Dallas
put it away.”

For the game, the Eagles outgained the Redskins 416-176 with
Ron Jaworski throwing for 266 yards and Wilbert Montgomery
rushing for 116.

But Jaworski threw three interceptions to help the Redskins stay
close. The third pick, in fact, gave the Redskins the lead. Monte
Coleman grabbed a tipped ball on a screen pass intended for
Booker Russell and raced into the end zone untouched. The play
was an indication of how the team’s fortunes had turned from earlier
in the season. “Either Russell or a lineman had tipped it and it fell
right into my hands,” said Coleman. “If | had stayed on the sideline,
he (Jaworski) might have had a chance, but when | cut against the
grain, there was no way.”

No way, unless a penalty nullified the play and a yellow flag
rested on the field. “I dropped my head at first,” Coleman said, “and
said ‘Oh, no!”

The call, though, was against the Eagles and the Redskins held
an improbable 15-13 lead with 6:39 left in the game. The lead stayed
right there as Moseley again shanked the extra point. “There’s no
reason to miss an extra point,” said Moseley. “I don’'t know why |
missed them.”

No matter what the reason, the misses opened the door for the
Eagles to take the lead after Jaworski drove them into field goal

position in the last minute. The attempt would be from 24 yards,
virtually automatic for the Franklin’s powerful leg.

The snap looked good, but Franklin never got the kick off as
holder John Sciarra couldn’t hold on to the ball. He picked it up off
the ground and scrambled to try to find a receiver, but the Redskins
buried him at the 23. Washington killed the final seconds.

“The snap was perfect,” said Sciarra. “I think | was trying to place
the ball down a little too soon. It all happened so fast. My teammates
were counting on me. | let them down and | feel really bad.” From
the Redskins’ perspective, better him than Moseley.

12/13/81  REDSKINS (7-8) 38, Colts (1-14) 14 49,706
Bal 7 0 7 0 14
Was 7 21 10 0 38
Was Seay 38 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)
Bal Butler 10 pass from Jones (Wood kick)

Was Riggins 8 run (Moseley kick)

Was Riggins 14 run (Moseley kick)

Was Theismann 8 run (Moseley kick)

Was Monk 13 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)
Bal McCall 6 pass from Jones (Wood kick)

Was FG Moseley 32

RFK Stadium—The Redskins piled up a 28-7 halftime lead and
cruised to an easy 38-14 win over the Colts.

It started well for the Redskins. On their opening possession,
they drove in for a touchdown on a 38-yard pass from Joe
Theismann to a wide-open Virgil Seay. The Colts fought back to tie it
late in the first quarter on a 10-yard pass from Bert Jones to
Raymond Butler.

The Redskins took control in the second period. First, they drove
to two John Riggins touchdown runs, one of eight yards, the other
14. Then, as time was winding down, Mark Murphy tipped and
snared a Jones pass. After that, with less than 30 seconds left in the
half, Theismann scored on an eight-yard quarterback draw to stretch
the lead to three touchdowns.

Art Monk, who caught seven passes on the day, made a nice,
leaping grab of a Theismann pass to score a TD from 13 yards out
to make it 35-7 in the third quarter.

Despite the margin that most would think to be comfortable, Joe
Gibbs kept on calling aggressive plays, sending Monk deep
downfield and running Joe Washington around end. ‘I just didn’t
think that we had it put away,” said Gibbs. Perhaps, after their 0-5
start, it was difficult for finding fault with the Redskins for wanting to
make sure.

Joe Theismann scored on an eight-yard quarterback draw with
17 seconds left in the first half to give the Redskins a 28-7 halftime
lead. For the game, the Redskins piled up 486 yards of total offense
to 337 for the hapless Colts.

122081 Redskins (8-8) 30, RAMS (6-10) 7 52,224

Was 6 10 14 0 30
LA 0 7 0 0 7
Was Washington 4 pass from Theismann (kick blocked)

LA Guman 1 run (Corral kick)

Was Riggins 1 run (Moseley kick)

Was FG Moseley 35

Was Riggins 1 run (Moseley kick)

Was Seay 37 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)

Anaheim Stadium—The Redskins rolled for 502 yards of total
offense in routing the Rams, who could have mailed in this season
finale.

In the first quarter, Washington took the lead when Joe
Theismann threw a four-yard touchdown pass to Joe Washington.
The conversion attempt was blocked and the Redskins took a 6-0
lead into the second quarter.
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After LA took a 7-6 lead on Mike Guman’s one-yard touchdown
run, Washington took control with two scoring drives. One march
ended with John Riggins’ one-yard touchdown plunge, another with
Mark Moseley's 35-yard field goal and the visitors led 16-7 at the
half.

Following intermission, the Redskins put it away with the
defense leading the way. First Money Coleman picked off Dan

Pastorini’s pass, setting up a one-yard Riggins touchdown blast. The
Joe Lavender drew a bead on rookie Jeff Kemp’s first NFL pass and
picked it off. Soon after that Theismann threw a 37-yard touchdown
pass to Virgil Seay to make it 30-7.

Joe Theismann was 14 of 22 passing with two TD throws and
Joe Washington scampered for 96 vyards on 14 carries.
Washington’s defense allowed just 165 yards to the Rams.



