1990

Head Coach: Joe Gibbs
Record: 10-6, Third in NFC East
Playoffs: Wild Card, lost in Divisional Round

Honors: Ernest Byner Pro Bowl; Gary Clark Pro Bowl; Darrell Green Pro Bowl,
All-NFC; Jim Lachey Pro Bowl, All-NFL

Gibbs: ‘They’ll Have To Usher Me

Out’
Jan 17—Even though Joe Gibbs felt that he really
didn’t have to, he announced today that he will be
staying on as coach of the Washington Redskins.

“| said this before in a statement: | had no inten-
tion of leaving, and that probably won't ever change,”
Gibbs said.

“It's all go,” said Gibbs. “I think it's the way every-
thing wound up (the team’s 5-0 finish).”

In early December, Gibbs didn’t seem to be quite
S0 “go” about returning.

“There’s been a chance (that I'd leave) for two
years,” he said then. “I'm just being honest about it.
For me, it's every year. | think how we finish this year
will have a lot to say about how | feel.”

After the season he took a ski trip with his family
and during that vacation, he decided to stay.

“They’ll have to usher me out,” Gibbs said. “l don’t
think | will ever change on that. | mean it would take
something happening to change me, and probably
that will never happen. | still feel good about what I'm
doing.”

backs like Gerald Riggs and Ernest Byner, but Bryant
brings an element of explosiveness the others lack.

When he’s on the field, that is. He missed the last
six games of 1988 with a knee injury and all of last
year with a neck problem.

To make room, Washington dropped defensive
back Barry Wilburn.

He was a starter for much of his Redskins career,
which started when he was drafted in the eighth round
of the 1985 draft. Wilburn was the victim of both a
crowded defensive backfield situation and his off-field
problems.

In November Wilburn was suspended for four
games due to a positive drug test and was arrested for
DWI after the season.

Aug 22
Skins Trade for Steelers DL Johnson
Price is conditional 4th or 5th-round pick

Feb 6
Hog Gone: Bugel Named
Cards Head Coach

Skins bring in Hanifan to coach O-Line

9/9/90 REDSKINS (1-0) 31, Cardinals (0-1) 0 52,649
Pho 0 0 0 0 0
Was 7 7 14 3 31
Was Sanders 37 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

Was Byner 4 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

Was Clark 43 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

Was Walton 57 interception return (Lohmiller kick)

Was FG Lohmiller 29

Mar 30:
Redskins Release Doug Williams
‘Disappointed’ former Super Bowl MVP
still wants to play

Skins Cut Wilburn, Keep Bryant
May 9—In a surprising move, the Redskins moved
talented but fragile running back Kelvin Bryan back
onto their active roster. The team is flush with power

RFK Stadium—Mark Rypien threw three touchdown
passes and the Washington defense forced five tur-
novers as the Redskins easily defeated the Cardinals
31-0.

Two of the takeaways set up Rypien’s first two
scoring passes. Darrell Green intercepted a pass at
the Cardinal 37 and Rypien passed to Ricky Sanders
for the score from there. Martin Mayhew got an inter-
ception in his own territory at the 20. An eight yard
drive culminated in Ernest Byner's four-yard TD catch
and the Redskins led 14-0 at halftime.

After yet another turnover set up a 43-yard touch-
down pass from Rypien to Gary Clark, the defense




took matters into its own hands. Alvin Walton picked
off a pass and returned it 57 yards for the TD. Chip
Lohmiller booted a 29-yard field goal in the fourth
quarter to wrap up the scoring.

Gibbs Denies Retirement Report
Sep 10—Joe Gibbs has once again been called upon
to comment on a report that his retirement from
coaching is drawing near. On NBC’s NFL pregame
show, Will McDonough said that Gibbs would be one
of three successful NFC coaches to quit after the 1990
season. The others were Mike Ditka and Bill Parcells.

Gibbs flatly denied the report, wondering why an-
yone would listen to McDonough when it comes to the
details of his relationship with the Redskins.

“| plan to be here forever,” Gibbs said. “He wasn'’t
right last year about me or my contract. He made a
statement this year that my contract is up, and that's
not true either.”

Skins Trade for DT Williams
Sep 11—In an effort to bolster their pass rush, the
Redskins traded for Detroit defensive lineman Eric
Williams. In exchange for the 6-4, 286-Ib Williams the
Lions got running back James Wilder and a late-round
draft choice.

ton 15. Cofer booted a 29-yard field goal just before
the half ended.

In the third quarter, the Redskins had two great
chances to dent the 49er lead, but couldn’t quite capi-
talize. After a nice 73-yard drive to open the half,
Washington came up empty when Lohmiller's 33-yard
field goal attempt was blocked. Then a 40-yard con-
nection from Rypien to Gary Clark gained a first and
goal at the one. Two runs, however, were stuffed and
safety Ronnie Lott sniffed out the bootleg on third
down and dropped Rypien for a two-yard loss. Lohmil-
ler's 20-yard field goal was scant consolation for the
blown opportunities.

In fact, the score only served to awaken the Niner
offense; they drove to another Cofer field goal with 50
seconds left in the third, keeping Washington two
scores behind. The Redskins never threatened in the
final stanza and Cofer kicked another field goal to
finish up the scoring.

9/16/90 49ERS (2-0) 26, Redskins (1-1) 13 64,287
Was 0 10 3 0 13
SF 3 17 3 3 26
SF FG Cofer 31

SF Rice 12 pass from Montana (Cofer kick)

Was FG Lohmiller 37

SF Taylor 49 pass from Montana

Was Monk 35 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

SF FG Cofer 29

Was FG Lohmiller 20

SF FG Cofer 26

SF FG Cofer 34

9/23/90 REDSKINS (2-1) 19, Cowboys (1-2) 15 53,804
Dal 0 3 3 9 15
Was 3 3 6 7 19
Was FG Lohmiller 37

Dal FG Willis 33

Was FG Lohmiller 23

Dal FG Willis 41

Was FG Lohmiller 24

Was FG Lohmiller 55

Was Green 18 interception return (Lohmiller kick)

Dal Smith 2 run (Willis kick)

Dal Safety Mojsiejenko stepped out of end zone

Candlestick Park—San Francisco jumped on top of
the Redskins 17-3 and the 49ers were able to keep
Washington at arm’s length for the remainder of the
contest to take a 26-13 win.

Joe Montana’s passing prowess was on display
early as he cranked out touchdown aerials of 12 yards
to Jerry Rice and 49 yards to John Taylor. Matt Cofer
and Chip Lohmiller each booted a field goal and San
Francisco led 17-3 late in the second quarter.

Joe Gibbs decided the situation was getting des-
perate enough to go for it on fourth and five at the
49er 35. Art Monk was the secondary receiver on the
play and Mark Rypien was forced to go to him. It
wasn't a bad choice; the result was a 35-yard touch-
down to make it 17-10 with 1:48 left until intermission.

That was a little too much time for Montana and
company, who efficiently moved inside the Washing-

RFK Stadium—Darrell Green scored his team’s only
touchdown on an interception return and Chip Lohmil-
ler kicked four field goals to pace the Redskins past
the Cowboys 19-15.

The pattern for the game was set early on when
the Redskins executed a textbook 14-play march into
Dallas territory only to see it stall. They settled for a
37-yard Lohmiller field goal.

Starting quarterback Mark Rypien suffered a knee
injury in the second quarter and untested (10 NFL
pass attempts), Stan Humphries replaced him.
Humphries showed that he could hang up 3's on the
scoreboard as well as Rypien and Lohmiller kicked
field goals of 23, 24, and 55 yards. Ken Willis of Dallas
managed a pair of three-pointers and it was 12-6 en-
tering the fourth quarter.

Green’s touchdown came on Dallas’ first series of
the fourth quarter. He stepped in front of a Troy Aik-
man pass intended for Kelvin Martin at the Dallas 18
and ran a serpentine route into the end zone.

"I must have run 200 yards," Green said. "It just
happened so quick, | don't know what happened."

What happened was that the Redskins had some
breathing room. Emmitt Smith scored a touchdown on



a two-yard run with 3:03 left in the game. Backed up
to their own one on the ensuing possession, the
Redskins took an intentional safety rather than punting
out of their own end zone. After the free kick, Todd
Bowles’ interception of Aikman sealed it for the Reds-
kins.

Sep 24
Humphries in for Injured Rypien
Starter out 6-8 weeks with injured knee

9/30/90 Redskins (3-1) 38, CARDINALS (1-3) 10 49,303
Was 0 7 10 21 - 38
Pho 0 10 0 0 - 10
Pho FG Del Greco 32

Was Riggs 1 run (Lohmiller kick)

Pho Green 12 pass from Rosenbach (Del Greco kick)

Was FG Lohmiller 26

Was Clark 42 pass from Humphries (Lohmiller kick)

Was Humpbhries 1 run (Lohmiller kick)

Was Clark 42 pass from Humphries (Lohmiller kick)

Was Byner 1 run (Lohmiller kick)

Sun Devil Stadium—Stan Humphries, filling in for an
injured Mark Rypien, was 20 of 25 passing for 257
yards as the Redskins broke the game open in the
second half and won 38-10.

Phoenix held a 10-7 lead at halftime, thanks to a
12-yard touchdown pass from Timm Rosenbach to
Roy Green just prior to intermission. In the third quar-
ter, Humphries moved the Redskins to the Cardinal
nine with some key completions to Gary Clark, but
they had to settle for a game-tying field goal by Chip
Lohmiller.

Humphries had determined who his favorite target
was. On Washington’s next possession, Clark drew
man coverage. A perfect pump fake sucked in Cedric
Mack, the hapless defender, and Clark broke free to
catch a 42-yard touchdown pass to put the Redskins
in the lead for good.

After Humphries scored himself on a one-yard
run, the quarterback and Clark (eight catches, 152
yards) victimized Mack again for another 42-yard TD
and the rout was on.

RFK Stadium—‘| don’t know if this was the toughest
loss,” said Joe Gibbs, “but it’'s the toughest right now
because it happened right now.”

With so many difficult losses to the Giants to
choose from, the coach could be forgiven if he
couldn’t choose a least-favorite one. The script for this
one was typical with the Giants taking the lead and
then allowing the Redskins to rally back into it only to
foil the comeback in the end.

New York gained a 7-3 lead in the second quarter.
A simple crossing pattern designed to convert a third
and 10 at the Giant 20 turned into an 80-yard touch-
down from Phil Simms to receiver Stephen Baker
when containment broke down. Said Simms, “I wasn't
exactly shocked that we made a few big plays.”

Especially against Washington.

In the third quarter, Chip Lohmiller's 35-yard field
goal made it a one-point game, but New York re-
sponded with a 5-yard touchdown run by Otis Ander-
son. A halfback option pass from Ernest Byner to
Ricky Sanders was good for 31 yards and a touch-
down, but the Giants immediately responded as a
short dump off to fullback Maurice Carthon turned into
a 63-yard gain. That set up a two-yard scoring pass
from Simms to tight end Mark Bavaro and the Giants
maintained their eight-point lead going into the fourth
quarter.

To those who didn't know better, it started looking
up for the Redskins after Gerald Riggs scored on a
one-yard run with six minutes to play and Washington
forced the Giants to punt from near midfield. The bet-
ter informed knew that something bad would happen
to the Redskins, and it did—some unseen hand
guided the bouncing ball off of the leg of Washington’s
Johnny Thomas. Reyna Thompson pounced on the
ball at the Washington one. Although the defense held
New York to a field goal, the damage was done. A
last-gasp drive ended when Greg Jackson picked off
Stan Humphries' pass.

10/21/90 REDSKINS (4-2) 13, Eagles (2-4) 7 53,567
Phil 0 0 0 7 7
Was 0 7 0 6 13
Was Riggs 1 run (Lohmiller kick)

Was FG Lohmiller 33

Was FG Lohmiller 33

Phil Barnett 9 pass from Cunningham (Ruzek kick)

10/14/90 Giants (5-0) 24, REDSKINS (3-2) 20 54,737
NYG 0 7 14 3 24
Was 3 0 10 7 20
Was FG Lohmiller 42

NYG Baker 80 pass from Simms (Bahr kick)

Was FG Lohmiller 35

NYG Anderson 5 run (Bahr kick)

Was Sanders 31 pass from Byner (Lohmiller kick)

NYG Bavaro 2 pass from Simms (Bahr kick)

Was Riggs 1 run (Lohmiller kick)

NYG FG Bahr 19

RFK Stadium—The Redskins sacked Eagle quarter-
back Randall Cunningham five times en route to an
ugly but welcome 13-7 win over Philadelphia.

“This one probably wasn't as fancy as the fans
would like it,” said Joe Gibbs, “but we're really happy
to get out of it with a win.”

This could have been a classic blowout, but
Washington continually had to settle for field goal
attempts instead of touchdowns when entering Philly



territory. Worse, Chip Lohmiller wasn’t converting on
the opportunities, pushing four consecutive attempts
to the left before finally connecting on two in the final
quarter.

Tim Johnson, Fred Stokes, and Eric Williams
combined for four sacks and their pressure helped the
Redskins hold their nemesis Randall Cunningham to a
mediocre outing. He did pass for 220 yards but
needed 42 attempts to get there—not exactly an effi-
cient performance.

The Eagles didn’t scratch the scoreboard until just
43 seconds were left and Cunningham threw a nine-
yard touchdown pass to Fred Barnett.

11/4/90 Redskins (5-3) 41, LIONS (3-5) 38 OT 69,326

Was 7 7 7 17 3 41
Det 7 21 10 0 0 38
Det Clark 33 pass from Peete (Karlis kick)

Was Riggs 8 run (Lohmiller kick)

Det Peete 10 run (Karlis kick)

Det White 34 interception return (Karlis kick)

Was Johnson 4 pass from Humphries (Lohmiller kick)

Det Matthews 24 pass from Peete (Karlis kick)

Det Sanders 45 run (Karlis kick)

Was Riggs 3 run (Lohmiller kick)

Det FG Karlis 26

Was Clark 34 pass from Rutledge (Lohmiller kick)

Was Rutledge 12 run (Lohmiller kick)

Was FG Lohmiller 34

10/28/90 GIANTS (7-0) 21, Redskins (4-3) 10 75,321
Was 0 3 7 0 10
NYG 0 14 0 7 21
NYG Baker 4 pass from Simms (Bahr kick)

NYG Bavaro 16 pass from Simms (Bahr kick)

Was FG Lohmiller 45

Was Humpbhries 5 run (Lohmiller kick)

NYG Walls 28 interception return (Bahr kick)

Giants Stadium—The Redskins rallied from a 14-0
deficit and were knocking at the door, seemingly about
to take the lead. But, as usual, nobody answered and
Washington was left out in the cold against the Giants
once again, losing 21-10.

New York took advantage of excellent field posi-
tion, driving 41 and 47 yards to two Phil Simms touch-
down passes in the second quarter. Then they got a
bit greedy and went in for the Kkill, throwing a long pass
to linebacker Lawrence Taylor from field goal forma-
tion.

The Redskins, though, always die a slow, painful,
torturous death in New York, so rookie defensive back
Alvoid Mays didn't bite on the fake and was covering
Taylor. The Redskins got the ball on downs. Three
passes from Stan Humphries to Don Warren moved
Washington into position for a 45-yard Chip Lohmiller
field goal and it was 14-3 at the half.

A five-yard TD run by Humphries in the third quar-
ter made it 14-10. Early in the fourth, Washington was
at the New York three. Humphries’ pass found the
hands of Ernest Byner in the end zone, but Byner's
hands couldn'’t find the ball. Instead, it bounced into
the arms of safety Terry Jackson, who did manage to
gain possession for the interception.

The Redskins had another possession with a
chance to take the lead, but Humphries was crushed
as he released a pass and Everson Walls clinched the
game with an interception and 28-yard touchdown
return.

Pontiac Silverdome—The Redskins had beaten the
Lions 12 straight times, but with about 10 minutes left
in the third quarter, that streak appeared to be in great
jeopardy.

Barry Sanders had just broken up the middle for a
45-yard touchdown and the Lions had a 35-14 lead.
Redskin quarterback Stan Humphries had set up the
touchdown run by throwing his third interception of the
day. Humphries had started in place of an injured
Mark Rypien so when Joe Gibbs looked down the
bench, he saw third stringer Jeff Rutledge. He told
Rutledge to start warming up.

Rutledge quickly led the Redskins on a 63-yard
TD drive that pulled the Redskins within 14, but the
Lions got three back on a field goal on the last play of
the third quarter. It was 38-21.

Then Washington got two strokes of good fortune.
First, Eric Williams sidelined Lions quarterback Rod-
ney Peete after a hit. Second, Detroit coach Wayne
Fontes got brain lock. During the entire fourth quarter,
when just a couple of first downs strung together
would have clinched the game for the Lions, when he
had Bob Gagliano at quarterback, Fontes did not once
call the number of his emerging superstar running
back, Barry Sanders. Through three quarters, Sand-
ers had 10 carries for 100 yards. When the game
ended, Sanders had 10 carries for 100 yards.

After a Chip Lohmiller field goal that made it 38-
24, the comeback began in earnest.

With 8:41 to go, Washington took over at its own
20 and moved smartly down the field, taking seven
plays to score—a drive finished off with a 34-yard TD
pass to Gary Clark.

With Sanders no more than a decoy and specta-
tor, Detroit could only manage to burn two minutes off
the clock and punted with 3:24 left. Washington got
the ball at its own 15. Rutledge converted three third
downs in moving the ball downfield, completing 8 of
12 passes, the last to Clark moving the ball to the
Lions 12. Washington called its final time out with 24
seconds left. The Posse of Clark, Art Monk, and Ricky
Sanders was having one of its best days ever, on the



way to combining for 32 catches for 432 yards. So it
was going to be four shots to the end zone to tie the
game, right?

But Gibbs had seen something in the films that
somehow made him think that the slow and not-so-
nimble Rutledge could score on a quarterback draw.
Rutledge seemed to take forever to make his way to
pay dirt, but he did and the score was tied.

Each team had a possession in overtime before
the Redskins started their game winning drive. The big
play was a 40-yard Rutledge to Monk connection on
third and fifteen at the Redskin five. Nine plays later,
Lohmiller was perfect from 34 yards out, 9:10 into
overtime and Washington had a 41-38 win.

11/12/90 EAGLES (5-4) 28, Redskins (5-4) 14 65,857
Was 0 7 0 7 14
Phil 7 0 21 0 28
Phil Frizzell 30 interception return (Ruzek kick)

Was Warren 8 pass from Rutledge (Lohmiller kick)

Phil Sherman 9 pass from Byars (Ruzek kick)

Phil Simmons 18 fumble return (Ruzek kick)

Phil Sherman 3 pass from Cunningham (Ruzek kick)

Was Mitchell 1 run (Lohmiller kick)

Nov 5

Rally Earns Rutledge Starting Job
33-year-old QB rewarded for
record comeback vs. Loins

Eagles’ White: Bostic Plays Dirty
Nov 8—When the Redskins come in to Veteran's
Stadium on Monday night, they'd better watch out,
says their star defensive end Reggie White.

Specifically, White said he would be targeting cen-
ter Jeff Bostic because, according to White, Bostic
used illegal chop blocks on him in the two teams’ first
meeting of the season. White wasn't specific about
what he would do to Bostic. “I've got it set in my mind
what | want to do,” said White. “ know, but | don’t
want the whole nation to know.” White added, “It will
be legal.”

Bostic and offensive line coach Jim Hanifan pro-
fess to have no idea what White was talking about.
“I've been through two knee operations myself,” said
Bostic, “and | wouldn’'t want to put anybody through
the rehab process. We don't teach or use illegal tech-
niques.”

The cut block, taking out from down low when he’s
running free, is perfectly legal. It's when the opponent
is engaged with another blocker that taking him out at
the knees that the cut becomes a chop block. Hanifan
said that Bostic didn’t chop White at all in their first
meeting and in his only attempt to cut White he
whiffed completely.

White’s accusations may have had something to
do with the four roughness and unsportsmanlike con-
duct major penalties the Eagles drew earlier at RFK.
Afterwards the Eagles complained loudly that such
flags were not doled out equally. It's possible that
White’s words were intended to get the officials to take
a closer look at what the Redskins were doing.

Veterans Stadium—The Eagles took control of the
game in the second half, knocking both of Washing-
ton’s active quarterbacks out of the game in the
course of racking up three third-quarter touchdowns in
less than four minutes.

In all, nine Redskins had to be assisted off of the
field, prompting one Eagle to yell tauntingly, “Do you
guys need any more body bags out there?”

While still at full strength, Washington did manage
to stay in the game, although their offense was unable
to mount a scoring drive. With Philadelphia holding a
7-0 lead, Sidney Johnson crashed through on a punt
block and Jeff Feagles aborted his kick. The punter
got off a pass but was flagged for intentional groun-
ding and Washington gained possession at the Eagle
12. Two plays later, Philly went for a play fake and
Don Warren was wide open to catch Jeff Rutledge’s
eight-yard touchdown pass, tying the game at seven
on the first play of the second quarter.

The Philadelphia touchdown barrage started
midway through the third quarter. Randall Cunning-
ham flipped a six-yard pass to running back Heath
Sherman to convert a fourth and four at the Washing-
ton 27. Soon after that, Keith Byars threw to Sherman
for nine yards and a touchdown on a halfback option.

Then blitzing safety Wes Hopkins got the first
quarterback KO, slamming into Rutledge and knock-
ing the ball loose in the process. End Clyde Simmons
picked it up and rumbled 18 yards to make it 21-7.
Reggie White’s interception of Stan Humphries led to
a touchdown pass from Cunningham to Sherman just
after that. The Eagles scored their three touchdowns
in 3:51.

A crunching hit by White forced Humphries from
the game in the fourth quarter and rookie running back
Brian Mitchell, a college quarterback, led a touchdown
drive in the fourth quarter. He completed three of six
passes for 40 yards and scored the TD himself on a
one-yard run.

Body Bagged: Humphries, 2 Others

on IR
Nov. 15—Quarterback Stan Humphries was one of
three Redskins placed on the injured reserve list to-
day. Along with Humphries, running back Gerald



Riggs and kick returner Walter Stanley will miss a
minimum of four games.

Humphries suffered a knee injury after being bu-
ried by defensive end Reggie White. It doesn’t look
like he'll need surgery, so his absence isn't likely to
extend beyond the required four weeks. Mark Rypien,
who was the starter for the first three games before
injuring his knee, is likely to regain his starting job if
he’s healthy enough to go on Sunday. If he can’t go,
former Cowboy Gary Hogeboom, signed after Rypien
was injured, is likely to get the start since Jeff Rut-
ledge is probably out due to a badly bruised thumb on
his throwing hand.

Riggs’ injury wasn’t due so much to Philly’s fierce
defense as it was to a set of wheels that may be turn-
ing bad. The 30-year-old’s left foot, specifically his
arch, flared up again during the second quarter. The
word “again” is present there because it's the same
injury that forced him out of four games and relegated
him to part-time duty in four others last year.

“It's a tough time to get injured,” said Riggs. ‘It
does feel very similar to what happened last year, but
| hope it's something we can work out.”

Of the others helped off the field on Monday night,
all are expected to play Sunday except kick returner
Joe Howard, who is being watched due to a concus-
sion. Tackle Ed Simmons and linebacker Greg Ma-
nusky, both of whom suffered knee injuries, are ex-
pected to play.

with a seven-yard scoring pass to Art Monk with seven
seconds left before intermission.

New Orleans’ first two possessions after the break
ended in turnovers and Rypien fired touchdown
passes after each of those takeaways to push Wash-
ington’s lead to 31-10.

Nov. 19
Manley Reinstated by NFL

Redskins immediately waive former star

11/22/90 DALLAS (5-7) 27, Redskins (6-5) 17 60,355
Was 0 7 10 0 17
Dal 10 0 7 10 27
Dal FG Willis 49

Dal Irvin 12 pass from Aikman (Willis kick)

Was Byner 5 run (Lohmiller kick)

Was FG Lohmiller 25

Was Sanders 6 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

Dal Smith 1 run (Willis kick)

Dal FG Willis 41

Dal Smith 48 run (Willis kick)

11/18/90 REDSKINS (6-4) 31, Saints (4-6) 17 52,573
NO 7 3 0 7 17
Was 3 14 7 7 3N
NO Perriman 16 pass from Walsh (Andersen kick)

Was FG Lohmiller 39

Was Clark 8 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

NO FG Andersen 38

Was Monk 7 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

Was Clark 19 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

Was Bryant 3 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

NO Turner 8 pass from Walsh (Andersen kick)

RFK Stadium—Mark Rypien returned to the lineup
after missing six games with a knee injury and threw
for 311 yards and four touchdowns to lead the Reds-
kins past the Saints.

New Orleans broke on top first after getting a
short field to work with. They drove 33 yards to a
touchdown on a 16-yard pass from Steve Walsh to
Brett Perriman. The Redskins answered with Rypien’s
first touchdown pass, this one to Gary Clark, early in
the second quarter. Each team also got a field goal,
making it 10-10 with 4:04 left in the half when Wash-
ington took possession at its own 13.

Converting three third downs along the way, Ry-
pien moved his team 87 yards and finished the drive

Texas Stadium—The Redskins rallied from a 10-0
deficit to take a 17-10 lead, but Dallas was stronger in
the end and blew past Washington for a 27-17 win.

“This is a real disappointment,” Joe Gibbs said.
"We just couldn't get it going.” Actually, they did get
something going, but not for long enough.

Washington rushed for just six yards in the first
half, but five of them came on Ernest Byner's second-
quarter touchdown run that cut the Cowboys’ lead to
10-7 at the break.

Midway through the third quarter, it took the
Redskins less than two minutes to take the lead. After
Chip Lohmiller kicked a 25-yard field goal, Wilbur
Marshall's interception of a Troy Aikman pass led to
six-yard touchdown pass from Mark Rypien to Ricky
Sanders. The visitors held a 17-10 lead.

But not for long. A 45-yard return of the ensuing
kickoff meant that Dallas had to drive just 55 yards to
tie the score on Emmitt Smith’s one-yard touchdown
run. Washington drove into Dallas territory but James
Washington'’s interception killed that threat at the five.
From there, Aikman took his team 67 yards in 12
plays, completing three third-down passes for first
downs. Keith Willis’ 41-yard field goal pushed Dallas
into a 20-17 lead and Smith’s 48-yard touchdown run
later in the fourth quarter sealed it for the Cowboys.

12/2/190 REDSKINS (7-5) 42, Dolphins (9-3) 20 53,599
Mia 0 3 3 14 20
Was 7 14 14 7 42
Was Byner 2 run (Lohmiller kick)

Was Monk 6 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

Was Byner 7 run (Lohmiller kick)

Mia FG Stoyanovich 21




Mia FG Stoyanovich 44

Was Johnson 3 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)
Was Byner 13 run (Lohmiller kick)

Mia Pruitt 24 pass from Marino (Stoyanovich kick)
Mia Williams 42 interception retum (Stoyanovich kick)
Was Monk 7 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

RFK Stadium—Dolphins may travel by water, but the
Redskins moved by land and air to trounce Miami 42-
20.

Ernest Byner rushed for three touchdowns, two of
them in the first half as his team was building a 21-0
lead. In between those runs, Mark Rypien threw a six-
yard touchdown pass to Art Monk, the first of three
scoring tosses on the day for Rypien. All Miami could
muster was a Pete Stoyanovich field goal and it was
21-3 at halftime.

After another Miami field goal, the Redskins put
the game away if they hadn't already. Rypien threw a
three-yard TD pass to tight end Jimmie Johnson and
Byner's final six point run made it 35-6. The rest of the
game was garbage time.

The two key stats for the Redskins were zero and
34. The first was the number of sacks the Miami de-
fense, averaging nearly four a game, got of Rypien.
Thirty four represented the Dolphins’ rushing yardage
total—not a good number for a team that came into
the game wanting to control the ball on the ground.

Bears could just cash in to the tune of three Kevin
Butler field goals.

In the third quarter, Rypien did manage to find a
receiver wearing the same colored jersey when he hit
Gary Clark with an eight-yard touchdown pass, mak-
ing it 9-7. Butler smacked a 43-yard field goal attempt
off of the right upright and then Chip Lohmiller was
just short on a 54-yard attempt. Lohmiller's miss came
with 4:16 to play and the Bears had good field posi-
tion. A few first downs would clinch it.

That's when Grant's long arm got into the act. On
first down at the Chicago 38, it appeared that the
Bears’ Brad Muster had some running room up the
middle. Grant reached out to try to slow him down and
the ball popped out.

“Honestly, | was just reaching for anything | could
grab on the guy,” said Grant. “You can try raking the
ball out that that all year and not have it work once.
My hand, though, kind of stuck to the ball.”

Freeing the ball was one thing; recovering the
fumble was another. A wild scramble ensued, but
Todd Bowles drew a bead on the ball and pounced on
it at the Bear 25. Three plays later, Lohmiller kicked a
35-yard field goal to put the Redskins ahead 10-9 with
2:05 left to play. Interceptions ended each of Chica-
go’s last two possessions.

Dec. 3
Pirating? Bucs Can Coach, Set Sights
on Gibbs

Owner Cooke says coach is going nowhere

Dec. 4
Changing Feet: Skins Cut Punter
Mojsiejenko
Kelly Goodburn signed as replacement

Injuries Force Another

O-Line Shuffle
Dec. 12—Needing a win that would all but assure the
team of a wild card playoff spot, the Redskins found
themselves shuttling players along their offensive line
once again.

The catalyst for the moves was right tackle Ed
Simmons’ knee injury, which requires surgery. Joe
Jacoby, benched earlier this year due to both injuries
and ineffective play, moves into Simmons’ spot.

Mark Schlereth, also sidelined due to injuries ear-
lier in the year, will go back into the lineup at right
guard.

12/9/90 REDSKINS (8-5) 10, Bears (10-3) 9 53,990
Chi 3 6 0 0 9
Was 0 0 7 3 10
Chi FG Butler 29

Chi FG Butler 23

Chi FG Butler 26

Was Clark 8 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

Was FG Lohmiller 35

RFK Stadium—Darryl Grant's long arm saved the
Redskins from Mark Rypien’s errant one, allowing
Washington to squeak past the Bears 10-9.

The bad news was that Rypien threw five inter-
ceptions; the good news in all of that was that most of
them were on the Chicago end of the field, and the

12/15/90 Redskins (9-5) 25, PATRIOTS (1-13) 10 22,286
Was 9 10 0 6 25
NE 0 0 7 3 10
Was Gouveia 39 fumble return (Lohmiller kick)

Was Safety snap over punter's head in end zone

Was Byner 5 run (Lohmiller kick)

Was FG Lohmiller 19

NE Stephens 4 run (Staurovsky kick)

NE FG Staurovsky 42

Was FG Lohmiller 38

Was FG Lohmiller 26

Sullivan Stadium—In a cold rain, Ermest Byner
rushed for 149 yards and a touchdown as the Reds-
kins beat the Patriots 25-10 to clinch a wild card spot
in the NFL playoffs.




The Redskins scored on offense, defense, and
special teams in building a 19-0 halftime lead. The first
nine points were virtual gifts. New England’s rookie
quarterback Tommy Hodson mishandled a snap and
linebacker Kurt Gouveia recovered the loose ball,
going in from 39 yards out for a 7-0 lead. A minute
and a half later a long snap intended for the Patriots’
punter came closer to the beer vendor working the
front end zone section than to its intended target. The
resulting safety expanded the Redskin lead to 9-0.

In the second period Byner scored his touchdown
on a five-yard run and Chip Lohmiller booted a 19-
yard field goal, giving the Redskins their 19-point half-
time margin. The Patriots made some noise in the
third and fourth quarters and pulled within 19-10, but
two Lohmiller field goals in the fourth put it away.

went untouched 28 yards to complete the shocking
comeback.

12/30/90 REDSKINS (10-6) 29, Bills (13-3) 14 52,397
Buf 0 0 7 7 14
Was 3 6 3 17 29
Was FG Lohmiller 37

Was FG Lohmiller 24

Was FG Lohmiller 19

Buf Davis 13 pass from Gilbert (Norwood kick)

Was FG Lohmiller

Was FG Lohmiller

Was Riggs 3 run (Lohmiller kick)

Was Hobbs 18 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

Buf Tasker 20 pass from Gilbert (Norwood kick)

12/22/90 COLTS (7-8) 35, Redskins (9-6) 28 58,173
Was 7 6 5 10 28
Ind 0 14 0 21 35
Was Monk 12 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

Ind Dickerson 4 run (Biasucci kick)

Ind Morgan 42 pass from George (Biasucci kick)

Was FG Lohmiller 53

Was FG Lohmiller 56

Was Safety George penalized for grounding in end zone
Was FG Lohmiller 29

Was Clark 53 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

Ind Morgan 8 pass from George (Biasucci kick)

Was FG Lohmiller 27

Ind Brooks 12 pass from George (Biasucci kick)

Ind Grant 25 interception return (Biasucci kick)

Hoosier Dome—The Redskins played just the kind of
game they like to, rushing for 223 yards and holding
the ball for nearly 40 minutes, but penalties and an
interception that the Colts returned for a touchdown
did Washington in as they fell to Indianapolis 35-28.

Washington worked its way back from a 14-7 defi-
cit in the second quarter to a 25-14 lead in the fourth.
Two long-distance Chip Lohmiller field goals, from 53
and 56 yards, cut Indy’s lead to one at the half. In the
third quarter, Jeff George gave the Skins two points
when he was caught intentionally grounding a pass in
the end zone and then Lohmiller connected on anoth-
er field goal, this one from the same area code, 29
yards.

Early in the fourth quarter, Mark Rypien hit Gary
Clark with a 53-yard touchdown bomb and it appeared
that the Redskins had finally grasped control of the
contest at 25-14. Even after the Colts scored a touch-
down on George's pass to Stanley Morgan, Washing-
ton responded with a field goal to maintain a one-
touchdown lead.

But the Colts weren’t done. George threw another
touchdown pass, this one to Robert Brooks. Then,
with a minute left and overtime on the horizon, rookie
cornerback Alan Grant intercepted Rypien’s pass and

RFK Stadium—Both teams were locked into their
playoff positions before the game—Washington as a
road wild card, Buffalo as AFC East champs with
home field advantage throughout the AFC playoffs.
Because of that, reserves got considerable action as
the Redskins beat the Bills 29-14.

Among the Redskins getting the most action was
Chip Lohmiller, who booted five field goals and two
extra points, and kicked off eight times. He had the
only Washington points through three quarters as the
Redskins led 15-7 going into the fourth quarter.

Alvin Walton intercepted a pass from third-string
quarterback Gale Gilbert and returned it 61 yards to
the Buffalo six to set up the Skins’ first trip into the end
zone. Gerald Riggs made it on the second of two
three-yard runs. Soon after that, another pick set up
another TD with Martin Mayhew getting the turnover
and Stephen Hobbs getting the score.

NFC Wild Card Game

Veterans Stadium
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

1/5/91 Redskins 20, EAGLES 6 65,287
Was 0 10 10 0 20
Phil 3 3 0 0 6
Phil FG Ruzek 37

Phil FG Ruzek 28

Was Monk 16 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

Was FG Lohmiller 20

Was FG Lohmiller 19

Was Clark 3 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

n their Monday night game eight weeks earlier, the
Redskins got physically crushed by the Philadelphia
Eagles in the “Body Bag” game. That was bad
enough, but the Eagles chose to rub it in their faces,
taunting and trash talking until the final gun on the
field and in the locker room afterwards.
Sometimes, things just fall into place. Washington
qualified for the playoffs as a wild card entry, and the
seedings called for the Redskins to return to the scene



of the crime, Veterans Stadium, for a first-round
playoff contest. They would have their shot at re-
venge.

When facing the press in the days prior to a game,
Gibbs was usually overly gracious in his comments
about the opposition, making a 2-10 outfit sound like
the '60's Packers and their coach the second coming
of St. Vincent. Not this week, though. When asked
about Ryan, Gibbs stood stone-faced and talked
about the challenges ahead.

One reporter caught Gibbs in an unguarded mo-
ment. It was January 3, the day before the game.
Snow had fallen on New Year's Eve and the journalist
noted that the snow still covered Gibbs’ car in the
parking lot at Redskins Park. In the hallway, the more
Gibbs talked about Buddy, the madder he got. "I live
to play a game like this one. | live to play this guy,"
Gibbs said, turning red-faced with rage. While this was
hardly headline material or Eagle bulletin board fod-
der, it was very telling of the mood of the coach and
team. They were clearly on a mission as they entered
the Vet for the game.

It took them a quarter to get untracked as Phila-
delphia got two FG's for a 6-0 lead, but the defense
stiffened after that, sacking Eagles QB Randall Cun-
ningham five times and forcing three turnovers. Mark
Rypien threw two scoring passes and Ernest Byner
and Gerald Riggs shared the rushing duties and com-
bined for 94 yards on the ground.

A turnover reversed by replay was the game's
turning point. The Redskins had taken a 7-6 lead and
were driving for more when the ball popped loose from
Byner's grasp when he was tackled at the Philadel-
phia six. Cornerback Ben Smith scooped the ball up
and ran 94 yards for an apparent touchdown. Fortu-
nately for the Redskins, instant replay showed that the
ground caused the fumble and the call was reversed,
with the Redskins retaining possession. The reversal
became a 10-point turnaround as Chip Lohmiller con-
nected on a short field goal and instead of a six-point
deficit, the Redskins had a four-point lead. The
Eagles' offense never could get untracked and the
Redskins won 20-6.

During a players-only meeting in the week before
the game, the team had made a pact that they would
not sink to the level of Philly and deliver “I told you
s0’s” to the classless Eagles after the game. But the
message was delivered to Buddy and his losing team
after the game with a certain degree of subtlety.

Clark said, “You'd better not question someone's
character unless you're sure of the character you're
talking about. This team has character, and hopefully
this is just one step.”

“People threw dirt on this team all year but they
didn't know we had shovels and would keep digging
our way out,” Coleman added.

NFC Divisional Playoff Game

Candlestick Park
San Francisco, California

1/12/91 49ERS 28, Redskins 10 65,292
Was 10 0 0 0 10
SF 7 14 0 7 28
Was Monk 31 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

SF Rathman 1 run (Cofer kick)

Was FG Lohmiller 42

SF Rice 10 pass from Montana (Cofer kick)

SF Sherrard 8 pass from Montana (Cofer kick)

SF M. Carter 62 interception return (Cofer kick)

Joe Montana passed for 274 yards and two touch-
downs to lead the 49ers past the Redskins, elimi-
nating Washington from the playoffs.

Washington twice took the lead in the first quarter.
They drove to the San Francisco 31 where Art Monk
shed his defender with a stop and go move and
caught Mark Rypien’s pass for a touchdown. After the
Niners tied it up on Tom Rathman’s one-yard burst,
Chip Lohmiller booted a 44-yard field goal to put
Washington on top 10-7.

But the second quarter belonged to Montana and
the 49ers. They drove 80 and then 89 yards to Mon-
tana touchdown passes. The first went 10 yards to
Jerry Rice and the other to Mike Sherrard for eight.
Both drives were vintage Montana with the quarter-
back throwing with just the right touch at just the right
time. The TD to Rice is a perfect example as the re-
ceiver was well covered in the end zone with Todd
Bowles behind him and Darrell Green in front of him.
Montana threw it high and hard. Green got a few fin-
gers on it, but the only one who could catch it was
Rice.

You could say that the third quarter belonged to
the Redskins, but it didn’t really do them any good.
Three times they drove into San Francisco territory
and totaled zero points. Twice Rypien threw intercep-
tions and once Washington lost the ball on downs.
With a minute to play in the game, Rypien was hit
while throwing and the ball fluttered into the arms of
nose tackle Michael Carter, who lumbered 61 yards
for the final touchdown.



